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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 (10:01 a.m.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Good morning. Before we begin I 

want counsel to please identify themselves so I 
know that all the parties are represented. Begin 
here. 

MR. HESJE: Good morning, Mr. Commissioner. 

It's Joel Hesje, Commission counsel, assisted by 
David Stack, assistant counsel. 

MR. ROSSMAN: Barry Rossman representing the 

Saskatoon Police Service. 

MR. WATSON: Jay Watson for Officer Senger. 

MS. KNOX: Catherine Knox appearing on behalf 

of the FSIN. Mr. Halyk is lead counsel for them 
and he hopes he would be able to be here later and 
offers his apologies to the hearing. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. 

MR. FOX: Aaron Fox for Constable Hartwig. 

And Chris Boychuk may be in this chair from time 
to time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. 

MR. WINEGARDEN: Darren Winegarden representing the 

witness Jason Roy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Who's next? 

MR. WORME: Donald Worme, Mr. Commissioner. I 

represent the Stonechild family. 
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MR. PLAXTON: Drew Plaxton, Mr. Commissioner, on 

behalf on the Saskatoon City Police Association. 

I may have an assistant here standing in for me 
from time to time, Mr. Rod Gillies from our 
office, as well. 

BRUCE GIBSON: Bruce Gibson on behalf of the RCMP. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Now, before we begin, I 

want to make some introductory remarks. I want to 
emphasize, as I have before, how important it is 
that proceedings of the inquiry be as fair and 
balanced as possible, mindful of the interests of 
the parties. It is also essential that the public 
have as much information about the proceedings as 
possible, commensurate with the proper conduct of 
the hearings and the interests of the parties 
involved. The role of the media will be very 
important. In matters of this sort there must be 
transparency and accountability. 

It is helpful, I believe, to refer 
to the comments made by the Ontario Court of 
Appeal in Re: The Children's Aid Society of the 
County of York. I referred to these earlier, but 
I want to particularly refer to the following 
quotation. First, these observations by Mr. 
Justice Mulock, and I quote: 
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...in answering the questions submitted 
it might be advisable to point out the 
nature of the inquiry in question. It 
is one to bring to light evidence or 
information touching matters referred to 
the Commissioner.... The Commissioner 
should avail himself of all reasonable 
sources of information, giving a wide 
scope to the inquiry. If, for example, 
some person were to inform the 
Commissioner where useful documents or 
other evidence could be obtained, it 
would seem reasonable that he avail 
himself of such source of information. 
...It is for the Commissioner, from all 
available sources, to bring to light 
such evidence as may have a bearing on 
the matters referred to him. 

And then some comments of Mr. 
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...A Royal Commission is not for the 
purpose of trying a case or a charge 
against any one, any person or any 
institution — but for the purpose of 
informing the people concerning the 
facts of the matter to be inquired into. 
Information should be sought in every 
quarter available. 

Every one able to bring relevant facts 
before the Commission should be 
encouraged, should be urged, to do so. 

Nor are the strict rules of evidence to 
be enforced; much that could not be 
admitted on a trial in Court may be of 
utmost interest to the Commission.... 

And finally, these comments of Mr. Justice 


41 Middleton: 


42 ... It is an inquiry not governed by the 

43 same rules that are applicable to the 

44 trial of an accused person. The public, 

45 for whose service the Society was 

46 formed, is entitled to full knowledge of 
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what had been done by those who are its 
agents and officers and manage its 
affairs. What has been done in the 
exercise of its power and the discharge 
of its duties is that which the 
Commissioner is to find out; so that any 
abuse, if abuse exists, may be remedied 
and misconduct, if misconduct exists, 
may be put to an end and be punished, 
not by the Commissioner, but by the 
appropriate proceedings against any 
offending individual. 

This is a matter in which the fullest 
inquiry should be permitted. All 
documents should be produced, and all 
witnesses should be heard, and the 
fullest right to cross-examine should be 
permitted. Only in this way can the 
truth be disclosed. 

They are important comments, they 
are comments I mentioned in one of my earlier 
rulings, but they deserve repetition. 

And now I am going to ask 
Commission Counsel, Mr. Hesje, to make some 
preliminary remarks and to outline for us the 
course he expects the evidence will take and the 


order of the wit 


for the inquiry. 


say that when he has concluded his remarks I wi] 
invite counsel to raise any preliminary matter 


which you think is appropriate at this juncture 
and give you a chance to speak to that before we 


actually start calling evidence. Mr. Hesje. 


Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 
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Over the past several months, your Commission 
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staff have interviewed close to 100 potential 
witnesses. We have met with various groups, 
agencies and individuals that have an interest in 
these proceedings. We have obtained and reviewed 
numerous documents and reports, including evidence 
gathered by an RCMP task force in relation of the 
death of Neil Stonechild. We have been provided 
with any and all information we have requested 
from the Saskatoon Police Service. Additional 
evidence may yet come to light, however, we are 
now ready to start presenting this evidence to 
this public inquiry. 

A list of 62 witnesses we intend to 
call, in the order we anticipate they will appear, 
has been posted on the inquiry web site 
www.stonechildinquiry.ca. There may be additional 
witnesses called and there will undoubtedly be 
some changes to the order of appearance. We will 
endeavour to provide as much advance notice as 
possible of any changes. Such changes will be 
posted on the web site. 

Mr. Commissioner, over the course 
of the Inquiry we intend to present all evidence 
relevant to the terms of reference that has come 
to light. We would like — I would like to 



7 


Mr. Hesje 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


outline, in general terms, the course that I 
anticipate this evidence will take. To the extent 
possible, the evidence will be presented 
chronologically. We will begin with the events of 
November 24th. 1990. We will hear testimony from 
persons having contact with Neil Stonechild on 
that date. We will also present police records 
indicating possible contact between Saskatoon 
Police Service and Neil Stonechild in the late 
hours of November 24th, 1990. We will also hear 
from various witnesses that received information 
as to the events of November 24th, 1990. 

We will then present evidence as to 
the circumstances surrounding the discovery of 
Neil Stonechild's frozen body on November 29th, 
1990. This will include testimony from the 
attending officers, the coroner, and the 
pathologist. 

The focus of the evidence will be 
then shift to the Saskatoon Police Service 
investigation of the death. We will hear from the 
investigating officers and the chain of command 
within the Saskatoon Police Service at the time — 
many of whom are now retired. We intend to 
present all available evidence as to the conduct 
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of the Saskatoon Police Service investigation, 
including the extent of such investigation. We 
will also call the two Saskatoon Police Service 
officers who were dispatched in response to a 
complaint involving Neil Stonechild on November 
24th, 1990. 

We intend to present evidence as to 
how the death of Neil Stonechild became the 
subject of an RCMP investigation in 2000. 

Evidence that came to light as a result of that 
investigation will be presented in as much detail 
as possible. 

In an attempt to cover all matters 
of potential public concern relating to the 
circumstances surrounding the death of Neil 
Stonechild we shall call evidence as to the 
information received or uncovered by the Saskatoon 
Police Service since 1990. This will include 
evidence as to the Saskatoon Police Service's 
response to such information and to public 
concerns raised with respect to this matter. 

Throughout the hearing there will 
be evidence as to the policies, procedures, and 
practices of the Saskatoon Police Service that may 
have impacted on the Stonechild investigation. 
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There will also be evidence of changes in such 
policies, procedures and practices over the years. 

Mr. Commissioner, you have observed 
that one of the primary purposes of a Public 
Inquiry as to inform the public concerning the 
facts of the matter to be inquired into. I would 
like to briefly outline some of the steps the 
Commission has taken to ensure that the evidence 
at the hearings is available to the public. 

The Commission is committed to a 
process of public hearings. As a general rule, 
the hearings are open to the public and the media. 
The dates and location of the hearings are posted 
on the inquiry web site. It should be noted that 
not all of the hearings will be held in this room, 
and reference should be made to the web site on a 
weekly basis where the hearings would be held. We 
have indicated an intention that the hearings will 
commence at 10:00 a.m. on each day and conclude at 
approximately 4:30 p.m., unless you should 
otherwise direct. 

The testimony given at the hearing 
will be transcribed and posted daily on the 
inquiry web site. One hard copy of the transcript 
and a copy of all exhibits, subject of course to 
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at the Commission office at 1020 - 606 Spadina 
Crescent East for public review by anyone not 
having access to the internet. Furthermore, hard 
copies of the transcripts may be ordered directly 
from the court reporter for a fee. 

As you have previously stated, the 
media plays an important role in a Public Inquiry. 
The executive director to the Commission, Candace 
Congram, will be in attendance at the hearings on 
a regular basis. She will serve as media liaison, 
and will attempt to accommodate any reasonable 
requests from members of the media. To further 
accommodate the media, our clerk, Irene Beitel 
will have extra copies of documents entered as 
exhibits for distribution to members of the media. 
These copies should be available on the day the 
exhibits are entered into evidence. 

Ms. Congram has available for 
distribution to the media today, copies of your 
introductory remarks and this opening statement. 
Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr. Hesje. Now, I 

indicated to counsel a few minutes ago that before 
we proceed with the calling of any evidence, I 
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invite counsel to raise any preliminary matter if 
they wish to do so. 

MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Commissioner, if I may. There 

are two issues perhaps we could address at the 
outset. One is the issue of exclusion of 
witnesses. I have had discussions with my various 
friends as to their positions, I don't know if we 
have anything solid. Normally, of course, in a 
proceeding such as this, witnesses who have not 
yet testified would be excluded. We do appreciate 
the unique nature of this proceeding in that it is 
a public inquiry, well publicised and so forth. 

The only concern we have, and we're not taking a 
strong position as to what we urge upon the 
Commission, is that latter testifying witnesses, 
of course, could fall prey to the criticism that 
look, you've listened to the evidence but so has 
so and so and so and so, are you now tailoring 
your evidence or is your evidence changed as a 
result. That is — I just want to warn that as a 
possibility, I don't know if it would occur or 
might, but we know with a number of witnesses they 
will be testifying as to common events where the 
recollections may be different and if their 
recollections change, that may be another issue as 
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well. I'm just flagging that as an issue to 
address, perhaps. 

THE COMMISSIONER: These are witnesses that are not 

parties to the inquiry, is that what — 

MR. PLAXTON: Yes. Yes. The second issue, Mr. 

Hesje wrote yesterday saying if there's any 
objections, please let us know ahead of time. I 
wrote him yesterday saying we may well have an 
objection as to some evidence. Now, I'm not sure 
if we should deal with that now or another time. 
This was concerning what I perceived, at least, to 
be previous — what some people may allege to be 
previous inconsistent statements made by various 
witnesses that we would suggest are oath helping. 
But, again, this may not be the appropriate time 
to address that issue, but I think the issue will 
come up fairly early in the inquiry. 

Those are the two basic areas I 
wish to flag. Of course, I ask the Commissioner's 
guidance as to how he'd like us to deal with them. 
Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. I don't see any 

difficulty about excluding witnesses. Bearing in 
mind that that does not extend to the persons who 
are parties to the inquiry. So that when the time 
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comes, you'll be able to say, I suppose, Mr. Hesje 
who is in the room and — 

MR. HESJE: The only concern, I guess, twofold. 

I have not advised of that. I have to check now 
whether there any witnesses in the room. I guess 
the other point I would like to make is that it 
starts to be ineffective given the public nature 
of this. Indeed, the fact that the evidence will 
be posted on a daily basis. I'm not tremendously 
objecting to it, but I question whether it is 
effective or worthwhile. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think that's probably true 

because it is — the evidence is being published 
concurrently each day, that's probably right. I 
think in those circumstances then it's, as you 
say, probably unnecessary. Are there any other 
comments from any other counsel? 

MR. WORME: Mr. Commissioner, just on that 

latter point, I think it would be useful for Mrs. 
Bignell and, of course, her children, to have some 
clarification, if there is an order of exclusion 
of witnesses, whether or not they would be subject 
to such order. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. And in fact, I think as 

Commission counsel has pointed out, given the fact 
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that this information, this evidence is being published 
every day and the transcript is available on the web site, 
it probably doesn't make any sense. Now, with that in mind 
I will not make any order of exclusion and do you want to 
begin then, Mr. Hesje? 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, the first witness 

we would like to call is Mrs. Stella Bignell. 

STELLA STONECHILD-BIGNELL, sworn, testifies: 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

Q Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, I think it's appropriate 

that we start this inquiry with you. You are the 
mother of Neil Stonechild? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Can you explain, provide a little background to 

the Commissioner in this inquiry about Neil, 
perhaps starting with his early years, where he 
was born and grew up? 

A Neil was born in — Neil was born in Brandon, 
Manitoba in the year of '73. From Brandon we 
moved to Thompson, Manitoba; and from Thompson, 
Manitoba we moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan when 
he was about nine years old. 

Q Do you recall what year you moved to Saskatoon? 

A 1980. 

Q Now, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, what motivated the 
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move to Saskatoon in 1980? 

A To make a new life for myself and my children. 
Because in Thompson I had been, I had been 
drinking. Not, not necessarily everyday, but 
probably a few weekends. And I wanted to quit all 
this. So in order to do that I moved to Saskatoon 
where I didn't know anyone, for my children and 
myself. 

Q And you say your children, how many children are 
there? 

A There's Marcel, Erica, Jason, and I have a son 
that found us later, in the later years, in the 
latter years when he was a -- he had been adopted 
out as a baby. But he found us in Saskatoon and 
he was with us the last two years of Neil's life. 

Q Okay. Now, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, was the — 
Neil's father part of his upbringing? 

A No, he wasn't, he never was involved with Neil at 
all. 

Q You raised the children on your own? 

A I raised the children on my own, I was a single 
mother. 

Q Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, can you tell me a little 
about Neil, his personality? Give us a outline of 
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Neil. 
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A Neil was a very lovable boy. He loved, he loved 
family. I remember him saying all the time that 
Easter, Christmas, Thanksgiving, he'd ask me. Mom, 
who's all coming? Because he liked family around. 
He liked all sports. He got into baseball, he was 
into wrestling. All these different sports that 
he was able to — not all, not all sports were 
able — we couldn't afford every sport, so he was 
in baseball, in wrestling, and he went into the 
air — army cadets. So he was doing very 
wonderful when he was little. 

Q Was, he attending school? 

A Yes, he was attending school. He went to North 
Park when we moved here. And then later on he 
moved to Bedford Road and Westgate, Mount Royal. 

Q Now, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, to your knowledge, 
did he have run-ins with the law? 

A Oh, yes, he did. He ran-in with the law, oh, I'd 
say around his 14, 15 years old he started getting 
— having run-ins with the law, petty theft. And 
a lot of his time in the Youth Centres were 
because of probation that he had not kept. And a 
lot of that was from petty, petty crimes. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, this might 

be an appropriate point to note, primarily for the 
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media that there is evidence about Mr. Stonechild 
while a young offender. There will be some 
evidence about Jason Roy, potentially, while a 
young offender. An order has been obtained 
lifting the publication ban imposed by the Youth 
Criminal Justice Act with respect to those two 
individuals. It maybe should be noted so that — 
the effect of which is to permit — that both the 
Stonechild family and Jason Roy made those 
applications to permit a full review of that 
evidence. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. 

Q MR. HESJE: Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell was — did 

Neil have a problem with alcohol? 

A Yes, he did, he had an alcohol problem, quite 
early. Quite early it started. 

Q To your knowledge, was it something that he was 
struggling with or attempting to — 

A He was, he was actually starting to deal with his 
alcohol problem. He had been in a treatment 
centre before he was in the group home. And he 
had been attending AA meetings. So he was 
starting to come to terms with his abuse. 

Q Now, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, some of this no 

doubt is difficult for you, and I ask you to take 
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18 Exam-in-chief S. Stonechild-Bignell 

by Mr. Hesje 

as much time as you wish, but I must ask you then 
about the, your recollections of the last time you 
saw Neil. Can you explain that? 

A We were sitting at the table, my sister and I, 
having tea, and before — but before that, Neil 
and I had talked about going back to the group 
home where he was staying. And he said, yeah, I 
will, he said, I promise you. Mom, he said, but 
not 'til next week, and then we'll go see Pat, he 
said. 

Q Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, maybe to set the context 
to that. Had he been in a youth group home? 

A Yes, he was in a group home at that time. 

Q And at the time that you last saw him, was he 
again living with you? 

A Yes, he was. 

Q And to your knowledge was he — 

A He was AWOL. 

Q Can you explain what you mean by AWOL? 

A He was away from the group home. He had come to 

my place instead of going to the group home from 
school, and he didn't go back. 

Q So you had had this discussion, though, about him 
returning to the group home? 
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Yes, I did. 
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Q All right, I'm sorry, please carry on with your -- 

A And that day we were — that evening we were 

having tea in the kitchen, my sister and I, and he 
came and he said Mom, he said, I'm leaving out for 
a while, to the — go see my friends. And it had 
been snowing, I know that night was stormy. And I 
told him, Harry, I said, which was his nickname, 
Harry, I said, you have to be careful, I said, 
it's stormy. Please stay inside, I told him, 
don't go nowhere. And he turned and he come and 
hugged me and said I'm going to be fine. Mom, I'll 
see you later. And he said I can't phone you 
because there's no phone there. So he come and 
kissed me and he left. 

Q Did you ever see Neil alive after that? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell can you explain to me, 

from your knowledge of Neil's habits with respect 
to coming home or calling home when he had been 
out? 

A I made a point for my children to always phone me 
if they were not going to be home. To let me 
know where they were, and that was the reason why 
he told me I can't phone you because there's no 
phone there. So I, I wasn't worried when he 
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didn't get home that night. 

Was he — was it common for him to be away for 
days at a time without letting you know where he 
was? 

No. No, it wasn't. 

Would it be common for him to have been gone even 
over night without letting you know where he was? 
He always told me if he was going to stay away, 
but — he'd phone me, he'd let me know. But this 
time, all he said was there's no phone there, I 
can't phone you. 

Now, did you have concerns then when he didn't 
show up the next day? 

Not really, because I thought he must be sleeping, 
you know, sleeping late. This was Sunday morning, 
all day Sunday. But then towards Sunday evening I 
thought well, he should be home by now, and I 
started getting jittery about him not being home. 
And I asked, I actually asked one of the — my 
sons, my older son to go look for him to see if he 
was over at that party where he had gone. 

Now, I should likely have went through this, 

Marcel is the older son? 

Yes. 

And there are — is one son younger than Neil and 
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that was Jason? 

A Jason. 

Q And where did — you have a daughter as well, 
where did she fit in? 

A She's older than Marcel. 

Q What did you hear, or did you hear anything back 
from Marcel, then? 

A Marcel told me that at that time he had not, he 
had not come home. Eddie Rushton told him that 
his friend had come that night and told them that 
the — he had gotten picked up. So I thought he 
was in jail. 

Q You say you were told that they thought he had 
been picked up. 

A yeah. 

Q By whom? 

A By the police, by the City police. 

MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Chairman, I hate to 

interrupt what is undoubtedly a difficult time for 
this witness; this is the issue I had raised 
earlier as to who told what (inaudible) hearsay. 
Especially especially on what we suggest is 
perhaps a pivotal area. Now, again, the strict 
rules of evidence dictate that this sort of 
evidence would not be gone into in normal 
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circumstances without setting the scene as to why 
the witness did or did not do something, that 
would be one thing. But if it is in any way 
related to whether or not Mr. Rushton was telling 
the truth or anybody who spoke to Mr. Rushton was 
telling the truth. I would suggest it ought not 
to be considered, or if it is brought before the 
Commission it is of limited value. Perhaps we 
should address the issue of looking at the 
witnesses that we have, and the cansays that Mr. 
Hesje has been kind enough to provide, if all of 
that evidence is — if Mr. Hesje intends to ask be 
entered we would suggest we are going to be 
running into this quite a few times. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you have any comments, Mr. 

MR. HESJE: Well, I certainly agree that 

we will be running into it quite a few times. 

It's certainly my intent was to call a 
substantial amount of evidence relating to what 
people were told with respect to the disappearance 
of Neil Stonechild, and what they did upon 
receiving that information, who that information 
was conveyed to. I believe that you have already 
indicated in a preliminary ruling that the test 
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here is not the fact that previous consistent 
statements might be excluded in certain 
circumstances, under the strict rules of evidence 
has no bearing. 

You've already observed that 
the 

strict rules of evidence do not apply at a public 
inquiry. The test is one of reasonable relevance 
to the terms of reference. They have — this 
evidence, in my view, not only is reasonably 
relevant, it's central to the whole inquiry. Who 
was told what, what did they do with the 
information, and why did they react as they did? 
There will be evidence — there may be evidence 
that people were afraid to take the information to 
the police. That's something this Commission 
should hear. There will also be evidence that 
some people may have went to the police with the 
information. Then, of course, it becomes central 
as to what was done with that information. That 
is a large part of the terms of reference of this 
inquiry. 

So all I can say. 

Commissioner, Mr. Commissioner, is that there will 
be — I intend to present a fair bit of that 
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evidence and believe it's appropriate evidence. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well,, as you know, I'm not 

bound by the rules of evidence, including the 
exclusionary rules. But I must say that it seems 
to me that evidence as to what happened early on, 
at the beginning of these events, and what was 
said, including things that may have been said to 
the police, is extremely material because it 
bears, of course, on the early stages of the 
inquiry and what happened after that. So that 
even if this was subject to the traditional rule 
of exclusion, I would not apply it in this case. 
And I must say with respect, I agree with the 
comments that have been made by Commission 
counsel. And in the circumstances, I will 
certainly permit that evidence to be introduced. 
Proceed. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, it's been 

drawn to my attention that I've already made one 
of what will likely be the first of many omissions 
in my presentation. Our rules provide that each 
witness was to be provided with a caution, I 
neglected to do so. I wonder if I should now read 
that caution to this witness, not withstanding I 
have started the evidence. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Right. And a word of 

explanation is necessary here. This will be a 
standard procedure as the inquiry continues, and 
this caution or advice will be given to each 
witness in turn. The giving of the caution 
doesn't imply anything about that witness or that 
witness's evidence. But it's done out abundant 
caution to ensure that each witness in his or her 
turn is afforded the protections that are provided 
by law under the Evidence Act . So with that in 
mind you will see that this course will be 
followed progressively with each subsequent 
witness. And you can now give the caution to Mrs. 
Bignell. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you. Mrs. Stonechild- 

Bignell I apologize that I didn't do this at the 
outset and will try to improve as we carry on. 

Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, the 
rules of practice and procedure established for 
this Inquiry provide that all witnesses must be 
advised that they have the protection of Section 
37 of The Saskatchewan Evidence Act and Section 5 
of the Canada Evidence Act. These statutory 
provisions state the testimony that may tend to 
criminate you, tend to establish liability to a 
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civil proceeding, and which testimony you would 
not be compelled to provide at common law shall 
not be used or admissible in evidence against you 
in a criminal trial or other criminal proceeding 
against you, other than the prosecution for 
perjury in the giving of evidence or for the 
giving of contradictory evidence, and shall not be 
used or receivable in evidence against you in any 
other civil proceeding, or any other proceeding 
under an Act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. 
You are hereby advised that such protection shall 
apply without you expressly invoking such 
protection. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And I'm sure that's absolutely 

clear to you. I'm not sure it's clear to me. 

Q MR. HESJE: I'm sorry, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell,; 

we had — you were just explaining what 
information you received back, I believe, about 
Neil. Can we pick it up there again as to what 
you heard? 

A Well, I heard from my son that he had been picked 
up, and I asked — and I asked Marcel if he asked 
Eddie what happened to him. Well, of course he 
didn't really know anything, no, at that time, 
never said nothing. I continued to wait for him 
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to come home that night, and then the following 
morning, Monday, I phoned the police station to 
see if he had been picked up that night, Saturday 
night, or, you know, when he was out. 

Now, first of all, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, did 
the information that he may have been picked up, 
did that — what was your reaction to that? Did 
that surprise you? 

No, it didn't surprise me because I thought maybe 
they had caught him. Maybe he had been out and 
that he had had another run-in with the police or 
something, so I wasn't surprised if they had 
picked him up. 

And you were aware that he was unlawfully at large 

I was. 

-- from the group home? 

Yes, I was. 

Now you indicated you did call the City Police, 
and what did they tell you? 

Well, I phoned the City Police Monday and I 
remember, in fact I'm positive it was a lady that 
answered, and she told me a car had been sent out 
to look for Neil. So I asked her, "Did they pick 
him up?" And she said, "Well, I can patch, put 
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you through to the — the cells." 

Q Detention? 

A Detention, yeah. So she put me through there and 
I talked to the guard, and I asked him if he had a 
Neil Stonechild there, and he said no. So I 
thought, oh, so I guess they never picked him up 
then. 

Q Now, did you have any further contact with the 

Saskatoon Police Service prior to learning that he 
had died? 

A No. Not that I remember anyway. 

Q No. Did you take any other steps to try and find 

where he might be? 

A Well, I remember Neil telling me that he had 

wanted to go out to the reserve with his friend 
Regis Gamble, and it came to my mind maybe that's 
where he's gone. And if he had gone to the 
reserve, well, there was no way that he could have 
got a hold of me. And I just assumed that he went 
with his friend, so I wasn't really worried. 

Q Yeah. Now, Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, can you 

explain how you first learned what happened to 
him? 

A Well, that Thursday, me and my children were home. 
My son Marcel heard the newscast, 6 o'clock news. 
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and they mentioned something about a frozen body 
being found and he called me to go and listen. So 
I rushed into the living room, watched, started 
watching the TV, but then on TV they said that 
they had found this frozen person of approximately 
30 — a frozen man, approximately 30 years old, so 
I said, "Well, that's not Neil; don't have to 
worry." And I told Marcel at that time, I said, 
"I'm pretty positive he must be with Regis, 
otherwise he would have got a hold of us by now," 

I said. "I'm pretty sure," I said, "he's not in 
the city." Because there was quite a few people 
that had been looking for him already. 

Q What happened after that? 

A Then I just let it go at that. I went — I went 
to an evening bingo by myself. And I came home, 
that evening, there was a knock on the door, the 
doorbell rang. Answered it and there was a plain 
clothes policeman at the door and he said, "Can I 
talk to you about Neil?" And I said, "Sure, come 
on in." And as he was coming up the stairs I 
remember asking him, "Oh, you caught him. What 
did he do now?" I asked him. He said, "I'll have 
to talk to you," he said. So I led him into the 
kitchen, sat at the table. And that's when he 
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told me that Neil had died. 

Q Did this officer identify himself? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Do you know, recall who it was? 

A Jarvis. It was Jarvis. 

Q Did he advise you of any of the circumstances, 

where the body had been found or anything like 
that? 

A I'm not — no, I'm not sure. I'm not sure. I 
just — all, I think I remember asking him what 
happened, but I'm not — I'm not really positive 
as to what he told me. Because after that I don't 
remember anything. 

Q Do you recall making any attempts to recover 

Neil's personal belongings, his clothes and so on? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Can you explain what happened? 

A We tried to get his clothes back. My sister 

tried, my daughter tried, and I tried, and they 
wouldn't give them to us because they said his 
clothes have to stay at the police station because 
of the investigation. But I tried getting his 
clothes back again after the investigation had 
closed and they told me that I couldn't take them 
because of an ongoing investigation, and I didn't 
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bother. 

Q Were they ever returned to you? 

A No, they weren't. 

Q Did you see the body? 

A Not — not at the — at the funeral home, yes. 

Q Yes. 

A Yes. 

Q And did you — was there anything unusual you 
noted about the body? 

A Yes, as soon as I saw him, there was a gash across 
his face, from his nose to his cheek, across his 
face, like across the nose to the cheek. And it 
wasn't just a scratch either, because it was, it 
was open, more open than just a scratch. 

Q Now, did you have — a police officer attended and 
advised you of the tragic news. Did you have 
subsequent contact with any investigators? Did 
they tell you what was happening or give you any 
further information? 

A Yes, there was a police that came and asked 

questions, but I don't even remember now that — 
when it was, or what he said, or anything like 
that. Just one policeman used to come and see us 
quite often. 

Q Okay, and I think I want to try and take this sort 
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of in — chronologically, but I'm talking now 
about the time around the discovery of the body. 
Do you recall any discussions with officers or 
investigators at that time? 

No. 

Now, you had indicated that you had received this 
information that Neil may have been picked up by 
the police. Did you advise the police of that 
information? 

No, I didn't. I wasn't really — I wasn't really 
worried that he hadn't been picked up. You know, 
I thought -- I just wasn't worried. 

What about after the body had been found, did you 
advise them at that time? 

No. 

And was there some reason? 

I felt that at that time, that nothing would be 
done about it anyway, you know; why — why pursue 
it when all the answers — all the answers had 
been given to me already as — as to why he had 
been out there. I knew, I knew it wasn't true. 
What explanations had you heard as to why he was 
out there? 

We were told that he had been heading toward the 
Correctional to turn himself in, and I didn't buy 
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that. 

Q Who told — I'm sorry, who told you that? 

A Well, Star -- I think it was the StarPhoenix, and 
they said that the police had told them that 
apparently he was heading for the Correctional to 
turn himself in. But I knew he wasn't going 
there. Why would he go there? He was underage; 
he wouldn't go to the Correctional. And besides 
that, we had already talked about him going back 
to the group home, not the police. 

Q Now you had indicated that you did have contact 

with other officers. Did you have contact with a 
police officer at the police station one time — 

A Yes. 

Q — when you were attempting to get the clothes? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Can you tell us about that? 

A Coming down from the second floor in the elevator, 
I was in the elevator with Eli Tarasoff. Now, I 
knew him from — 

Q Sorry. He was a member of the Saskatoon Police 
Service? 

A Yes. 

Q Go ahead. 

A And I knew him from before because Neil and his 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


34 Exam-in-chief S. Stonechild-Bignell 

by Mr. Hesje 

son used to play together in Lawson Heights, so I 
knew him quite well. Went to the same church 
together and his son was always with Neil. And 
Neil was always at his place, too, so he knew him 
very well. And he -- he was sympathizing to me 
about Neil. And I said, "Yeah," I said, "you know 
the thing is," I said, "Mr. Tarasoff," I said, 

"you know, you know Neil. He would never have 
gone out there by himself." And he told me, "Yes, 
I know that. But," he told me, "Stella," he said, 
"there's nothing I can do," he said. "And I'm a 
plain clothes detective at the desk now," he said, 
"I'm not the — active. I'm behind the desk," he 
told me. "And I believe that Neil didn't go out 
there on his own either," he told me. 

Q Did you have any further contact with Officer 
Tarasoff? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you ever have contact with Jason Roy? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Can you explain how that happened, how that came 
about, first of all? 

A I had contact with Jason Roy in -- later on, in 
'91. I don't remember the month, but I do 
remember there was no snow on the ground. And my 
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husband and I had gone to bingo, the Lucky 
Horseshoe, and he come and found me there. He had 
been looking for me. So I led him to a table away 
from my husband, and he told me then that, he 
said, "Mrs. Stonechild," he said, "I'm sorry," he 
said, "I never came to you before. I thought you 
-- I didn't come to you before because I thought 
you would hate me," he told me, "but I saw Neil in 
the back of a police car," he told me, "when they 
stopped me," he said. And he said, "They didn't 
pick me up because — they didn't pick me up 
because I gave them an alias," he said. So I told 
him, I said, "Don't worry about it," I said, you 
know, "I don't hate you," I told him, you know. 
"It's not in me to hate anybody," I told him. And 
I told him at that time, "Did you report it? Did 
you tell the police?" He said, "Yes." "Well, 
that's okay then," I said, "everything should be 
okay." And that was it. And I told him at that 
time, too, "Let me know how you make out," I told 
him, but I never -- he never contacted me again. 

Q Did you take that information to the Police 
Service? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q And why not? 
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A I thought at that time that if Jason Roy had taken 
this to the police, they would come and see me. 

Q Now, did you at some point have contact with 

another member of the Saskatoon Police Service, 
and can you explain what happened there? 

A Yes, Constable Ernie Louttit used to come and see 
us. At that time he offered his services, on his 
own, without the — without an okay from the 
police force, from his Sergeant or whatever way 
they — they handle. 

Q You say he offered service; offered service to do 
what? 

A Investigate on his own. 

Q Investigate Neil's death? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A He told me at that time he believed, and my 

daughter and I used to meet with him, have tea and 
coffee with him. Quite often he'd come to the 
house and have tea with us and — and kind of talk 
to us about Neil. He said, and he told me at that 
time, too, that he was positive that Neil didn't 
go out there on his own. Then one day after work 
Erica phoned me. First she phoned me at work and 
she said, "Ernie called," she said. 


'He wants us 
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to meet with him at the house this afternoon, 
after work, after you come home from work," she 
said. "He'll be at the house about 3:30," she 
told me. So I rushed home from work and waited 
for Ernie to get there, and he never did show up. 
He never phoned us. I tried to get messages to 
him that afternoon, and then the following day. 

He never ever answered our messages. That was he 
never, ever came back. 

You never heard from him again? 

Never heard from him again. 

Now, what were you told by the Saskatoon Police 
Service about their investigation into Neil's 
death? 

They had told me — well, our family, they had 
told us that there was so — too much being hidden 
that they couldn't — people weren't talking, so 
they couldn't find out anything, no evidence. 

Now — 

And as far as — 

Sorry. Who was telling you this? 

The police. 

Do you recall who? 

No, I don't. 

Did they ever indicate to you whether there was 
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ongoing investigation or whether they had 
concluded the investigation? 

A No. All I heard was, when I went to try and 

locate his clothes, when they said that there was 
an ongoing investigation and they couldn't give us 
back the clothes, that's all I knew. I didn't 
know the investigation was closed until I read it 
in the paper. 

Q Did you -- do you recall approximately when you 
read that in the paper? 

A March. March of the following year. 

Q Of 1991? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you contact anybody then — 

A No. 

Q — to see what the results were? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q And since that time, have you had any contact with 
members of the Saskatoon Police Service with 
respect to Neil's death? 

A No. Not that I remember. 

MR. HESJE: Mrs. Stonechild-Bignell, those are all the 

questions I had for you this morning, but maybe 
some of the other counsel would like to ask you a 
few things. 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: I understand that counsel have had 

2 informal discussions as to the sequence they would 

3 follow with respect to cross-examination, and I'm 

4 not sure what you've decided with respect to Mrs. 

5 Bignell, but I assume one of you is ready to 

6 proceed, if there's to be cross-examination. 

7 MR. FOX: I wonder, Mr. Chairman, I'm not 

8 sure if you're planning on taking a break after 11 

9 o'clock this morning. It might be useful, if you 


10 


were thinking 

of taking a morning break, to — 

11 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

I was going to in a few minutes. 

12 


but we can do 

that 

now. What do you 

need? 

13 


Fifteen minutes? 



14 

MR. 

FOX: 

Sure 

, that's fine. 


15 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Let' 

s be disciplined 

about this 

16 


though. 




17 

MR. 

FOX: 

Yes, 

My Lord. 


18 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Very 

well j 


19 

(HEARING ADJOURNED AT 10 

': 58 A 

.M. & RECONVENED 

AT 11:14 A.M.) 

20 

MR. 

HESJE: 

Missing one important 

person, Mr. 

21 


Commissioner, 

the witness. 


22 

MR. 

WORME: 

Mr. 

Commissioner, I can advise that 

23 


my client has 

just 

gone for respite 

and that she 

24 


will be back right 

away. 



25 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Mr. Fox. 
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MR. FOX, cross-examining: 

Q Ms. Bignell, I'm Aaron Fox. I'm going to ask you 
a few questions now about some of the things that 
we covered this morning. I -- we're talking about 
events, and I'm going to ask you questions 
primarily about the events that transpired in 
1989, 1990, 1991, and I know that's a long time 
ago and there's been a lot of discussion about 
that and so on, but as much as possible, I'd ask 
you to try and answer it as you recollect it or 
based on the knowledge you had at the particular 
time frame I identified, okay? 

A M' hm. 

Q Now you mentioned that you had moved to Saskatoon, 
I think you said, around 1980? 

A Yes. 

Q And that's when Neil would have been living in 
Saskatoon continuously since that time? 

A Yes. 

Q And the — in November of 1990 I think we heard 

your — your address was where, where were you 
living at, what was your address? Do you recall? 

A I don't remember the number, but it was 

Confederation Crescent. 

Q On Confederation Place? And had you been living 
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there for some time? 

A We were there from May of '90. 

Q May of 1990? Okay. And who was — who would have 
been living there at Confederation Place? 

A Myself, my husband, my three sons, my -- no, my 
two — my — Jason, yeah, Neil and Marcel, and 
Erica had her own place. 

Q Okay. And then you had another son as well that 

you sort of got reacquainted with. Was he already 
sort of reacquainted with the family by 1990? 

A Yes. 

Q What was his name? 

A Dean. 

Q Dean. Okay. And he didn't live there? 

A No. 

Q Was he in Saskatoon? 

A Yes, he was. 

Q In 1990, let's say the fall of 1990. Were you 

familiar with the sort of circle of friends that 
Neil associated with? 

A Yes, pretty well. 

Q And were there any friends that sort of stood out 
in your mind as closer friends, or if I had asked 
you in November of 1990, Ms. Bignell, can you tell 
me who Neil's close friends were, do you remember 
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who you would have referred to at that time? 

A I think I would say Regis Gamble was his real 
close friend. 

Q Right. 

A And there was couple of other boys that used to 

hang around with the two of them. I can't — 
Dustyhorn, Terry Dustyhorn was one of them, and I 
can't remember the other one's name. 

Q Okay. Prior to, you mentioned that Neil had run 
into some problems with the law and that. Were 
they generally alcohol related — 

A Yes. 

Q — in the sense of either got into trouble while 
he was under the influence of alcohol or — 

A Yes, it was — 

Q — trying to get money to get alcohol? 

A It was always under the influence. 

Q And that was the sort of problem that he was 
trying to come to grips with? 

A Yes. 

Q And it looks like Neil had been apprehended from 

time to time by the police because of various 
problems that he had gotten into? 

A Yes. 

Q And as a result of that had been — either spent 
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some initial time in police custody, but then some 
time in a group home as well? 

Yes . 

Do you remember how many times he had been -- like 
we know he should have been at a group home in 
November of 1990. Was that the first time he had 
been sentenced to spend time in a group home or 
had that happened more than — previously? 

No, that's the first time he was in a group home. 
Okay. 

He had been — 

Had he been any — 

He had been in Kilburn Hall. 

Okay. And that's a facility for — 

Youth. 

— for keeping youth? And do you know how many 
times he had been in Kilburn Hall? 

No. 

Okay. And the group home that he was supposed to 
be at — I think we're going to hear from the lady 
who looked after the group home — but do you 
remember when he was ordered to spend — to stay 
at the group home? 

In -- I believe it was in September or somewhere 
around there, I'm not sure though. 
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1 Q And do you know how long he had been AWOL from the 

2 group home? 

3 A I'm not too sure, a week maybe. 

4 Q And had that happened before, had he done that 

5 before? 

6 A No. 

7 Q Okay. This would have been the first time he had 

8 

9 A Yeah. 

10 Q — not gone back? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q And to your understanding, he had left the group 

13 home and was spending time staying at your place? 

14 A Yes. 

15 Q Okay. When I look at Neil's record it looks like 

16 it's mostly property offences, — 

17 A Yes, it was — 

18 Q — thefts, B and Es? And that's, again, primarily 

19 alcohol related, is — 

20 A Yes. 

21 Q Okay. There was some indication, and I think you 

22 referred to that as some bail violation problems, 

23 that sort of thing, is it? 

24 A Quite a few, yeah. 

25 Q And again, primarily alcohol related? 



45 


Cross-exam S. Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Fox 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


A Alcohol related, yes. 

Q In the sense of not meeting a curfew or — 

A Yeah. 

Q — getting into trouble while out on bail, that 
sort of thing? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. There was — there looks to be an 

indication that he was unlawfully at large. We 
know that was the situation in November of 1990, 
but there was a similar occurrence in January of 
1990 and April of 1990. I don't know if you 
recall those — those circumstances or not? 

A No. 

Q And do you recall sort of — like did he turn 
himself in on those times or how he got back? 

A I'm not sure. I'm not. 

Q Okay. Okay. I just wanted to ask you a couple of 
questions about Jason Roy. Before November 24th 
of 1990 did you know Jason Roy; was he someone 
that you knew? 

A I'm not too sure. You see, a lot of boys were in 
my home, a lot of — coming and going all the 
time. 

Q Friends would come over that — 

A Friends of the boys, yeah. 
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Q Sure. Yeah. 

A 'Cause I have three sons. They were always 

bringing their friends over and my home was always 
open to them. 

Q Okay. 

A And if anybody needed to stay over, I always 
allowed them to stay over. 

Q Sure. 

A But I always made sure, "Phone your parents. Let 
them know where you are." 

Q Okay. 

A So I'm not sure if — 

Q So it's — 

A Probably, you know. 

Q So it's — you think probably Jason Roy may have 
been at your place sometime — 

A Probably. 

Q — but no specific recollection that you would 

have known -- 

A No. 

Q -- who he was at that time? 

A No. 

Q On -- going to November 24th of 1990. Do you know 
if there had been any contact by the authorities 
— by the police or authorities with yourself, or 
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1 you with them about sort of the whereabouts of 

2 Neil or the fact that he was staying with you? 

3 A No. 

4 Q And do you know if the group home had been in 

5 contact with you at all prior to that time? 

6 A Yeah, she had phoned me. 

7 Q And that would be Mrs. Pickard? 

8 A Yeah. 

9 Q Okay. And do you remember when that call was? 

10 A When he didn't go back. 

11 Q Okay. So that would have been earlier in the 

12 month then? 

13 A Yeah. 

14 Q Okay. And do you know what you would have advised 

15 her at that time? 

16 A I told her I would talk to him when I see him — 

17 Q So — 

18 A — and I told him [sic] I'll try my very best, I 

19 said, to tell him to go back. 

20 Q So — 

21 A And she had told me at that time that she would go 

22 with him to the police station and straighten 

23 things out if he would turn himself back in to 

24 her, like, you know. 
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home when he was supposed to, she would have 
placed a call to you — 

A Yes. 

Q — to tell you he wasn't there? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Neil at your place yet then? 

A Not that — not when she phoned, because she 

phoned right away. 

Q Okay. And then some time after that Neil came to 
your place? 

A She [sic] did, yeah. 

Q And obviously you had some discussions with Neil 
about trying to turn himself in? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you call her back at all? 

A Not me, no, I didn't. 

Q Now on November 24th you mentioned that you and 
your sister were having tea — 

A M'hm. 

Q — and you remembered talking to Neil about him 
turning himself back in? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that at your place or was that at your 
sister's? 

A My place. 
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1 Q At your place. And do you know who else would 

2 have been there then? 

3 A My other older son, Marcel, I believe -- I believe 

4 he was home. 

5 Q Okay. And your sister's Debbie Mason, I 

6 understand? 

7 A Yes. 

8 Q Okay. And do you remember what time of day that 

9 discussion took place? 

10 A Around, oh, I'd say around 4:30, 5 o'clock. 

11 Q Late afternoon somewhere? 

12 A Yeah, late afternoon. 

13 Q And was Neil with anybody else at that point in 

14 time? 

15 A I'm not sure. 

16 Q You don't recall that he had any — 

17 A No. 

18 Q — friends with him at that time? Do you know -- 

19 A He might have had one, I'm not sure though. 

20 Q Okay. Do you know if he had been drinking yet at 

21 the time, if he had consumed any -- 

22 A No, I don't remember. 

23 Q 

24 


25 


Okay. And was this sort of just a discussion, 
"Neil, you know, you've got to sort of doing 
something about this and" — 
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A Yeah, just something that I always talked to him 
about. 

Q And he indicated he was going to turn himself in? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Did you understand when that was going to happen? 

A He said, "I — I just want to be — I just want to 

be out one last weekend," he told me. 

Q Okay. And this conversation sort of happened late 

on a Saturday afternoon? 

A Yeah. 

Q And was there any discussion about how he was 

going to turn himself in, like what procedure he 
would use or do you know if that was discussed or 
not? 

A No. 

Q Okay. And did you take it that he was serious 

about turning — 

A Yes, I was. You know, I really believed that he 
was going to do it. 

Q Probably happy that he was — had made that 
decision? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Do you recall if you saw Jason Roy on 

November 24th? Do you have any recollection of 
seeing him? 
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A No. 

Q Now you had mentioned that the Sunday then, which 
would, I guess, be November 25th, when he didn't 
come home that evening, that's when you began to 
become worried about — 

A Yes. 

Q — about where he might be? And the conversation 

you had with Marcel about going and speaking to 
his friends, was that on the — would that have 
been on the Sunday night? 

A I believe it was, yeah. 

Q Okay. And — 

A I'm not too positive, but I believe it was. 

Q Within a day or two of that — 

A Yes. 

Q — in any event? Okay. And then you mentioned 

that when — or when Neil had left on the 24th he 
said the place he was going to didn't have a 
phone? 

A Yes. 

Q And so you didn't expect a phone call? 

A He couldn't phone. 

Q Did you know whose place he was going to? 

A Yes, he was going to Eddie Rushton and Binning's. 

Q And did you know those people? 
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A Yes. 

Q Okay. And you — did you know where they lived? 

A Yes. 

Q How far away was that from your residence? 

A About a block, I'd say. 

Q So pretty close? 

A About a block and a half. 

Q He wasn't going very far? 

A No, he wasn't going very far. 

Q Okay. And then you asked Marcel to make some 

inquires or at least check with the friends. By 
that you were referring to the people whose house 
he was supposed to go to? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you talk to anybody else, like Rushtons or 

Binnings or anybody else yourself between then and 
when you were advised that Neil had been -- body 
had been found? Do you know if you spoke to 
anybody? 

A I spoke to a few of his friends. Now I don't 
remember who, but there was quite a few people 
that he knew and I had -- I asked around if they 
had seen him anywhere. Nobody saw him. 

Q So nobody had any information they could give you 
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A No. 

Q — as to what had happened to him that night — 

A No. 

Q — or where he would have gone? 

A No. 

Q Okay. I understand, and we've seen this from the 

disclosure material, material we've received, that 
there was a — initially a concern that Neil might 
have gotten beaten up by some other people as a 
result of a dispute that had taken place over — 

A This was in either — oh, that's early September, 
somewhere around there. 

Q There had been -- 

A It wasn't — yeah, there was a dispute over a gun 

deal gone bad. 

Q And that involved —? 

A That involved Neil and some of his other friends. 

Q And do you know who — were there -- who those 

people were? 

A No. 

Q I understand the name GP and — 

A Oh, those — yeah. 

Q Those were the names that were mentioned? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you know those people? 
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A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay. Did you know — 

A I knew GP very well. 

Q Did you know them — 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, sorry to 

interrupt counsel, but I think we should have 
identified this issue earlier, but I had pointed 
out there was an order that applied when asked 
about Jason Roy and Neil Stonechild. There are 
other juveniles names will be out, including the 
name which has been put forward, that were 
juveniles at the time and the provisions of the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act would, in my 
submission, still apply to those. It's our 
position that there should not be publication of 
the names of those other juvenile offenders. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yeah, I agree. And I just want to 

draw particularly to the attention of the media 
and others who might otherwise report this that 
the Youthful Offenders Act makes it very, very 
clear that the name of a youthful offender is not 
to be published or disclosed. And there may be 
others that -- where I'll have to give a similar 
direction as we go along. You should proceed, Mr. 
Fox. 
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1 MR. FOX: 

2 Q 
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Thank you. 

Ms. Bignell, and I'm not really that concerned 
about the names, but there had been some 
altercation had taken place in September of 1990 
which I think resulted in Neil getting beaten up 
in this altercation, would that — 

M'hm. Yes. 

-- would that be correct? And there was some 
suggestion, or at least thought, after Neil was 
found that perhaps, his body was found in the 
location it was and so on, that it was related to 
this altercation? 

Yes . 

And there were some names that were mentioned to 
you — 

Yes . 

— of people who might have been involved? 

Yes . 

And obviously you wanted to know whether that was 
the case? 

If it was true. 

And that was part of what you were hoping the 
police would investigate and try and get to the 
bottom of that? 

Yes . 
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Q As I understand, Neil was found and identified, 
the funeral then took place. Do you recall how 
many days after? Like, it would have been within 
a couple of days after the body was found that the 
funeral would have occurred? 

A Yes, the following week. 

Q Okay. And — 

A Monday or Tuesday, I'm not — 

Q Okay. And by that time you would have been aware 
of this reference to this earlier altercation 
perhaps being involved in the death of Neil? 

A Not really. Not yet, no. 

Q No? 

A No, that wasn't — 

Q Do you know when you first found out — when 
somebody first mentioned that to you? 

A The following week, yes, but not -- I don't know 
what day or how early in the week or — 

Q Okay. So sometime in the week — 

A Somebody had mentioned, yes, that it could have 
been, could have been them, yes. 

Q Okay. Could have been them? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And do you know who first suggested that to 
you, who first raised that with you? 





2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


57 Cross-examS. Stonechild-Bignell 

by Mr. Fox 

A I'm not sure. 

Q Okay. And I'm assuming you would have talked 

about that then with family members as well, like, 
"What do you know about that?" 

A Yes. 

Q That would include Marcel or — you know, "Gee, 

Marcel, do you anything about this," that sort of 
thing? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know if you — did you talk with any of the 
other people that were with Neil that night, like, 
for example, the Binnings or Eddie Rushton? 

A No, I didn't go over there at all. 

Q Okay. Or — 

A They had no phone, so — 

Q Okay. We've heard reference to Tracy Horse and 
Lucille Horse. Did you know those people? 

A I knew Lucille. 

Q Okay. And did you talk to her at all in the — 

say the — 

A No. 

Q Okay. Did you talk to Jason Roy that week after 

Neil was found? 

A No. 

Q Would I be correct that the first time that you'd 
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have actually spoke in person with Jason Roy would 
have been when he approached you at the bingo 
hall? 

Yes . 

That would have been sometime in 1991 - 
Yes . 

— after the snow was gone? And these are tough 
questions I'm asking. I know they're pleasant to 
have to deal with, but the funeral itself, do you 
remember if there were quite a few people at the 
funeral, Mrs. Bignell? Like his friends, that 
sort of thing? 

Yes, there was a lot of people. 

Yeah, that's what I was getting at. 

It was so — 

It wasn't just a private service? 

No. 

Friends and that came to it? 

Yes . 

And was there a bit of gathering afterwards as 
well 

I don't remember. 

Okay. And were people like Eddie Rushton and the 
Binnings and that sort of thing — do you know if 
they were at the funeral? 
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A I don't remember. 

Q Okay. Do you know if Jason Roy was at the 
funeral? 

A I don't remember. 

Q At that time do you know if you would have 

recognized Jason Roy if you saw him? Like would 
you know what he looked like at that time, do you 
know? 

A No. I actually don't remember nothing about the 
funeral. 

Q Okay. Now you mentioned that Jason Roy spoke to 
you, and this was — he approached you at a bingo 
hall sometime in 1991. You remember there was no 
snow on the ground. Are you able to identify the 
time period any more precisely? 

A No. 

Q So sometime after? 

A It was sometime after. 

Q After the snow had gone, okay. And did Jason Roy 
make any mention to you about any injuries that 
you saw that Neil had suffered? 

A No, he didn't tell me anything at that time, I 

don't think. I don't think — I don't think so. 

Q Okay. And — 

A I just — I remember him saying he was handcuffed. 
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Q Okay. 

A That I remember. 

Q Okay. And when — you indicated that when you had 

first seen Neil's body, this would have been at 
the funeral home, you noticed that there was a 
gash across his face that went across his nose? 

A Yes. 

Q And I take it you weren't expecting to see that? 

A No. 

Q No one had mentioned anything to you — 

A No. 

Q — about Neil being injured or suffering a gash to 
his nose — 

A No. 

Q — or suffering any injury, that sort of thing? 

A No. 

Q Okay. Now you had instructed — or asked Marcel 

— and I'm going back now to the Sunday, would be 
November — 

A M'hm. 

Q — 25th or 26th, somewhere in there. You asked 

Marcel to go to the friends where Neil was going 
that night to see if they knew anything about what 
had happened to Neil. Marcel went over there and 
he came back and heindicated he had spoke to Eddie 
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Rushton? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Marcel indicate at that time that he had spoke 
to anybody else beyond Mr. Rushton? 

A I don't remember. 

Q Did he, during that week, tell you that he had 
talked to Jason Roy? Like, in other words, did 
Marcel ever say, "I talked to Jason Roy," or was 
it that he got his information from Mr. Rushton? 

A I can't remember that, no. 

Q And as I understand it, that what Marcel came back 
said — and told you was that Jason Roy and Neil 
had left the house, that they'd been partying at 
the house that night and they had left or they'd 
taken off from the house? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A That's correct. 

Q And — okay. And you had indicated that you 

wanted Eddie to try and get a hold of — or to 
have Jason Roy get a hold of you? 

A Yeah. 

Q Your hope was that, okay, if Eddie — or Eddie 
tells Marcel, who tells me, that Neil left the 
house with Jason Roy, I'd like — 
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A He will know where he is. 

Q — I'd like to talk to Jason Roy — 

A Yeah. 

Q — and find out what happened? 

A Yeah. 

Q And so that was the message you left for Marcel to 
pass along to — 

A Yes. 

Q — to Eddie Rushton and hoping that he would pass 

it along to Jason Roy? 

A Yes. 

Q But the first time you would have heard from Jason 
Roy would have been then at the bingo hall? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Now I was just wondering, do you know if 

you were told by Marcel if Jason had seen Neil in 
the back of the police car at that time or do you 
know if you — 

A I can't remember that, no. 

Q Okay. So it may have been that you got that 

information later on? Certainly you knew from 
what Marcel told you that Neil had left the party 
with -- 

A With Jason. 

Q -- with Jason Roy? In terms of when you actually 
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heard about the possibility of Neil being in the 
back of a police car, you're not sure exactly when 
that was? 

A No. 

MR. FOX: Mr. Commissioner, I want to refer 

to the Star Phoenix article, I think, that was 
referenced by the witness. That's the March '91 
Star Phoenix article. So I just mention that. I 
have a few extra copies. I think everybody's got 
it, but I'm going to -- I'd like to ask the 
witness a couple of questions about that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well.. 

Q MR. FOX: Mrs. Bignell, you mentioned that 

in, I think you indicated it was actually March of 
1991 there was an article in the StarPhoenix? 

A Yes. 

Q And I think I've got a copy of that article. I'm 
going to show it to you, if I can. But — the 
reported is listed as Mr. — or a Terry Craig, in 
any event. Do you recall speaking to somebody 
from the StarPhoenix about the case? 

A There was somebody that came to our place and 
talked to us about it. I'm not sure who. 

Q Okay. And then subsequently the article appeared 

in the newspaper? 
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A Yes. 

Q And you had indicated that's when it seemed to 
indicate that the investigation was closed? 

A Yes. 

Q That's what you took from the article as well? 

A Yeah. 

Q And as I understand, in that article you express 
some concerns to the reporter that you spoke to 
about how the investigation had gone on, that you 
thought it should have been better investigated, 
that sort of thing? 

A Yes. 

Q And had indicated as well that maybe this was gang 

related, that maybe he'd been beaten up over that, 
that sort of thing? 

A Yes. 

Q By that time you'd already received that 

information and that's what you thought? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. I'm going to -- I'm just going to show you 

the article and you can take a minute to look at 

it, or as much time as you want to look at it and 
then I'll just have a couple of questions about 
it, okay? 
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Yeah. 
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by Mr. Fox 

1 MR. FOX: If I can, Mr. Commissioner. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

3 Q MR. FOX: This is not a very good copy. This 

4 is the first part, and I understand this is the 

5 second part. It's mostly this part that I would 

6 have a few questions about. 

7 A Okay. This one? 

8 Q Yeah. But please read it all. 

9 A Okay. 

10 MR. FOX: I'm not sure, Mr. Commissioner^ if 

11 you've got one. I had a few extra copies. 

12 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

13 Q MR. FOX: Okay. Mrs. Bignell, would that be 

14 the StarPhoenix article that you were referring 

15 to? 

16 A Yes. 

17 Q And it's date stamped March 4th, 1991. I'm 

18 assuming that's about the time it came out, and 

19 assuming that's — would that be sort of 

20 consistent with what your recollection would be, 

21 somewhere around that date? 

22 A Yes. 

23 Q And would I be correct that by — at time this 

24 article came out you still had not yet spoke to 
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by Mr. Fox 

A No. 

Q It would have been sometime likely after — 

A After — 

Q — after that? Okay. And is it possible that at 
the time of this interview that you gave and at 
the time that the article appeared that you still 
didn't have the information about Jason — or 
about Neil being in the back of the police car, 
handcuffed? 

A Not yet, no. 

Q You still didn't have the information at that 

time? 

A Not yet, no. 

Q Okay. And that's obviously because — it looks as 
though you're still thinking that this is — 

A Still believing that the other gang had — had 
beaten him up and thrown him out. 

Q Okay. And then sometime after this article you 

received the information about Jason Roy 

indicating he was in the back of the police car? 

A Yes. 

Q You indicated that you had spoke to a couple of 

different police officers. There was one officer, 
you indicated, that came fairly regularly. Do you 
know which officer that was? 
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by Mr. Fox 

A Yes, that was Ernie Louttit. 

Q Okay. And that was sort of speaking to him 
primarily as a friend? 

A Yes. 

Q He was trying to help out and — 

A He was trying to help us out — 

Q — see if you could find out — 

A — to find out — 

Q Do you know when the last time was that you would 
have spoke to him? 

A No, I have no idea. I can't remember. 

Q Would it have been in 1991 or — 

A Yes. 

Q Sometime in 1991? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And then you spoke with, I think you said 

it was Officer Tarasoff, I'm not sure of his rank, 
but this was an officer that you met in the 
elevator — 

A Yes 

Q — at the police station? Is that somebody that 
you knew personally as well? 

A Yes. 

Q And did you just speak with him that one time? 

A Yes. 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
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by Mr. Fox 

Q And do you remember when that was? 

A It was shortly after -- I believe it was shortly 
after the funeral. 

Q Okay. And did you — and you only spoke with him 
on that one occasion? 

A Just the one occasion, yeah. 

Q Okay. And on any of the occasions when you spoke 
with Officer Louttit or Officer Tarasoff was there 
any discussion about Neil having been seen in the 
back of a police car? Do you know if that was 
ever discussed with either of those two officers? 

A No. 

Q At that time you wouldn't have had any -- 

A I didn't have any idea. 

Q You mentioned that Neil's good friend was Regis 
Gamble? 

A Yes. 

Q And we've talked about at some point in time they 
would be going out to the — or you thought he 
might have went out to the reserve? 

A Yes. 

Q Which reserve would that have been? 

A I'm not sure what reserve that is. 

Q That would be Regis's — 

A Regis's reserve. 
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Cross-exam S. Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Fox 

Q — Regis's home reserve? Okay. 

A Yeah. I knew the reserve at that time, but I 
can't remember it now. 

Q Do you know where it was located at? 

A At that time, yeah. 

Q Where was it located at? 

A It was out of Saskatoon somewhere, not — 

Q Do you know what direction it was? 

A I believe it was north. 

Q And Regis, did Regis live in Saskatoon? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. But from time to time — 

A But his — from time to time he went out there. 

Q He had family still back at the reserve? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And because Neil was a close friend he 
would go back with him sometimes or — 

A Well he hadn't gone out yet, but he had wanted to 
go out. 

Q Oh, okay. So they just — 

A Yeah. 

Q — had talked about it — 

A Yeah. 

Q -- going along? Okay. He had never actually 

made that trip? 
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by Mr. Fox 

A No. 

Q Okay. Do you remember the night of the November 
24th or the late afternoon of November 24th, you 
had met with Neil; do you remember what he was 
wearing by way of jacket or hat or anything like 
that? 

A He had on his brother's club jacket — a blue club 
jacket. 

Q A gold — 

A Blue. 

Q Blue club jacket? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And by club jacket — what do you mean by 
that? 

A They had — my older son had gotten that club 
jacket from Boys Town in America. 

Q Oh, okay. 

A And he wanted it -- like he actually wanted it 

back and so that was why I was trying hard to get 
the clothes. 

Q Okay. So Neil liked that jacket? 

A He liked it, yeah. 

Q Okay. And he was wearing a cap, was he? 

A He had on a cap. 

Q And do you remember what kind of cap he had on? 
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A I'm not sure. 

Q Okay. Did he normally wear a cap? 

A He always wore a cap. 

FOX: Thank you, Ms. Bignell. Those are 

all the questions I have. Mr. Commissioner, I 
probably should — 

COMMISSIONER: Enter it as an exhibit. 

FOX: — mark the exhibit, yes. 

COMMISSIONER: Right. It might be appropriate, 

Irene, just to indicate that this exhibit was 
introduced by counsel for Constable Hartwig so 
that that's shown on the exhibit. I think there's 
be no harm in calling it Hartwig-1, or something 
like that. 


MR. HESJE: I think what we had talked about, 

in the rules, actually that there would — I think 
it's appropriate to identify who entered it, but 
it said in the rules that there would be 
(inaudible) marked 'P' exhibits being perhaps 
public exhibits and 'C' exhibits being 
confidential exhibits. I don't know if there will 
be any 'C' exhibits. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So you don't want anything more 

precise than that? 

MR. HESJE: It was my understanding that they 
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1 would all be 'P' exhibits. I don't think it's 

2 inappropriate to indicate somehow that Mr. Fox 

3 entered it, but there isn't two sides here. I 

4 think it's appropriate that they — 

5 THE COMMISSIONER: t understand. 

6 MR. HESJE: — just be numbered as P-1, P-2 — 

7 THE COMMISSIONER: Right. I don't think that 

8 indicates any side particularly though. It just 

9 shows that it originated somewhere with one of 

10 counsel. 

11 THE CLERK: My Lord, I could put "Entered by" 

12 on the — 

13 THE COMMISSIONER: That's good. 

14 THE CLERK: — along the bottom? 

15 EXHIBIT P-1: MARCH, 1991 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE BY TERRY CRAIG 

16 MR. FOX: Those are all the questions I have. 

17 THE COMMISSIONER: Right. Other cross-examination — 

18 other counsel? 

19 MR. WORME: Mr. Commissioner, I wonder, given 

20 my client's not youthful, and also some certain 

21 health issues that she has, might it be 

22 appropriate that we take a lunch break. It's 

23 important that she has care taken — 

24 THE COMMISSIONER: Has a rest? But let's just find 

25 out first if there's any other cross-examination. 


because that may 
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WATSON: I have no questions. My Lord. 

COMMISSIONER: I think only someone who intends to 

cross-examine should rise. 
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PLAXTON: 

questions. 
COMMISSIONER: 
PLAXTON: 
COMMISSIONER: 


Mr. Commissioner, I will have some 


You will have? 

Yes . 

Do you think your client, Ms. 
Bigness, is able to continue on? Are you able to 
continue on for a few moments, ma'am? 

A Yes. 

COMMISSIONER: Why don't you ask your questions 

then. 

PLAXTON, cross-examining: 

Q Ms. Bignell, my name's Drew Plaxton and I'll ask 

you a few questions, if I might. If you do need a 
break or anything, please let us know. It's -- I 
understand this is undoubtedly something that's 
difficult for you and I thank you for coming and 
being forthright with us today. But we all have 
our interest and we all do have some questions 
we'd like to ask. 

A Yes. 

Q If I could just have a moment? Now when you were 
answering questions for Mr. Hesje you had 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

mentioned that an officer had come to your house 
originally, when you first learned that your son 
had passed away. And I think you had mentioned 
that you did recall that officer's name, is that 
correct? 

Yes. 

And — or that was Jarvis that you recall? 

Yes. 

Now do you — did you recall that name originally 
or are you recalling that from what people have 
told you over the last while? 

Not what people have told me over the last while. 

I remember his name from — somebody mentioned it 
and it brought back to my memory that it was 
Jarvis that had come to the house to tell me that 
my son had passed away. 

Okay. Now so your recollection of the officer's 
name then was — 

Recollection, yeah. 

— that someone mentioned it to you? 

Yeah. 

Okay. The other events — and I'm in no way 
criticizing you, but the other events you've 
related to us — people mentioning things to you, 
has that helped with your recollection as well? 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

A Which? 

Q Such as when you spoke to Marcel about what Eddie 
Rushton may have said or that sort of thing? Have 
people reminded you about those things — 

A No. 

Q — from time to time? 

A No. 

Q Okay. How about when you spoke with Jason Roy? 

A Have people reminded you about that? 

A No. No, I remember the — 

Q Okay. And when you spoke with Jason — if we can 

maybe just deal with that. I think — and Mr. Fox 
did ask you a few questions concerning that. It 
was at least after March of 1991? 

A Yeah. 

Q That's when you had the — that interview with the 
press, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And from that — up to that point in time, at 
least, you knew nothing that would in any way 
indicate that someone was suggesting police 
officers were involved with Neil that night? 

A No. 

Q Okay. That's — it was up — so it's the first 

you ever had any indication someone was suggesting 
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7 6 Cross-exam Stella Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Plaxton 

It was after March of 1991? 

A Yeah, it was when — Jason told me he saw him. 

Q Now when it comes to Neil and his friends and so 

forth back then, as I understand, there was a fair 
amount of involvement with what people were 
suggesting were gangs and so forth? Do you 
remember those times? 

A Like — 

Q Do you remember the Gambles, the Carons, the 
McDonalds, the P.s? There were big troubles 
weren't there, somewhat earlier than that, I 
think, involving drugs, prostitution, that sort of 
thing? 

A No, I don't remember anything like that. I just 

remember the P.s having an altercation with my son 
and a few others. 

Q Okay. Now the P.s -- was that GP? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And Neil had run into problems with the 

P.s. I think there had been some indication, I 
think you mentioned that Neil was selling them 
some guns, is that what it was? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And Neil had gotten these — were they 

handguns, to your recollection? 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

A I don't know. I have no idea what guns they were 
or anything like that. 

Q Okay. Had — how did Neil — 

A Neil had — 

Q — get these? 

A Neil had told me himself that these guys had come 

to the house where he was with some other guys, 
supposedly over a gun deal. Now I don't know how 
many of them there was — there were too. 

Q Okay. Now if you can think back. Was it Neil had 
stolen these guns? Was that your indication? 

A I'm not sure, no. 

Q Okay. But Neil was supposed to be selling the 
guns, is that — 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And something had gone bad with the gun 
deal? 

A Yes. I don't know what it was. I think they -- I 
think he said something about them wanting them 
for nothing. 

Q Okay. 

A They were going to take them anyway, just — you 

know, not pay for them, or whatever, I don't know. 

Q Was your indication -- 

A But he — 


25 



78 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
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Q I'm sorry. Did I cut you off? 

A But anyway, he told me at that time that they had 

started fighting them. Neil was sleeping at the 
time they got there and so instead of just 
slipping into his clothes he grabbed a blanket and 
ran out the back door and ran to his sister's 
place. 

Q Okay. And had — was it your understanding that 
Neil had gone to the police or somehow leaked 
information to the police about this gun deal? 

A I don't know. I -- 

Q Is that why he was in trouble? 

A I don't know. I have no idea. 

Q Okay. 

A I'm not sure. 

Q Okay. The people who had beaten Neil up, it was 

— GP was one of them, it that your understanding? 

A Yes. 

Q And was another person — tell me if you recognize 
the name KM? Does that ring a bell with you at 
all? 

A No, — 

Q Okay. And there — 

A -- not offhand, no. 

Q We know though that Neil was beaten up by GP and 
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7 9 Cross-exam Stella Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Plaxton 

other people? 

A Yes. 

Q And I think there was some indication about people 

using baseball bats on him and so forth? 

A X don't know if they really used baseball bats on 
them, but they had baseball bats. 

Q Oh, okay. And was Neil telling you this? Is that 
how you know about it? 

A Yes, yes. 

Q Okay. Now I assume from this it'd be fair to say 
that Neil was probably afraid of the P.s? Was 
that your understanding? 

A Yeah, because he ran away. 

Q And the rumours you were hearing up until at least 
you spoke to the press in 1991 were that if anyone 
had interfered with Neil before he died, it was 
something to do with gangs and this sort of thing? 

A I just assumed it was related to GP and his 
brothers and nothing else. 

Q Now Neil, at that point in time, was — he was 
back at school, right? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And he was 17, wasn't he? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall what grade he was in? 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

A I don't remember. 

Q Okay. Was he going to school full-time or did he 
have a job or anything like that or — 

A No, he was going to school full-time. 

Q Okay. And he was living in the group home, we 

know that, he had been sentenced sometime earlier? 

A Yes. 

Q And the crimes or the incidents, at least, he was 
involved in seemed to be things like stolen 
property, break and enter? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And you're way of thinking, at least, is 

this could probably be traced back to his alcohol 
difficulties? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Okay. He was using the money to buy alcohol? 

A I don't — probably, I don't — 

Q Okay. That was your assumption or — 

A Yeah. 

Q I don't want to suggest things that you may not 
agree with, and if you don't agree with me, — 

A Probably — 

Q — please let me know? 

A But probably. No, I -- 

Q Now to your understanding, did Neil have any 
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difficulties with any other substances, like drugs 
or anything like that? 

A No. 

Q It was just alcohol? 

A Alcohol. 

Q And was it, to your understanding, that Neil first 
started having these difficulties, how old was he? 

A Oh, probably around the age of 14, 15. 

Q Now when you were speaking to Neil when you last 

saw him -- I think your earlier recollection was 
you weren't sure if he had been drinking or what 
was your recollection? 

A I can't remember. I don't think so, but I'm not 
sure. 

Q He was reluctant, I believe you said, to go back 
to the facility — 

A Yes. 

Q — because he wanted one more weekend out? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he — could it be that he was mentioning he 
didn't want to go back because he had been 
drinking that day? 

A Might have. 

Q Okay. You're just not sure, is that — 

A I'm not sure, no. 
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Q Okay. Dealing with the party, or whatever Neil 
was going to, he had told you, over at the house 
Eddie Rushton was going to be there, to his 
knowledge? 

A That's where he lived. 

Q Oh, okay. 

A Yeah. 

Q And whose house was it, to your recollection? 

A Binnings. 

Q Okay. And Eddie Rushton -- was he involved with 
one of the Binning girls? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And had Eddie — was he a friend of Neil's, 
to your recollection? 

A Yes, he was a friend with him and Marcel. 

Q Okay. Marcel is the older brother? 

A Yes. 

Q And the P. boys — Neil had grown up 
with them, hadn't he? 

A Yes, he grew up with them — both of them. 

Q And so they had known each other — 

A With all the boys, yeah. 

Q They had known each other for a number of years? 

A The bigger one, yeah. 

Q Any indication that — whether or not any of the 
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to? 

A No, no indication. 

Q Now if Neil was going out that night, wanting to 
drink, if he was going to buy some alcohol, say, 
do you know if he had any money with him? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q And what did Neil normally do if he wanted to get 
money to, say, buy alcohol or whatever else he 
might want to buy? 

A I don't know. 

Q Okay. Were you giving him money? 

A No. 

Q And he wasn't working? 

A No. No, the only money I had was to buy him 
clothing and for school. 

Q Did Neil say anything more about the P.s and why 
there was this beating? 

A No, he didn't say anything more. 

Q Did you see Neil after he was beaten up? 

A Yes, he came to the house, but — he ran to his 

sister's. his sister gave him clothing to wear 
and then he came home. 

Q Okay. So he ran to your place? 

A He — yes, not — from his sister's. 
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Q Okay. What's Neil's sister's name? 

A Erica. 

Q Erica? Does she go by Stonechild or — 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And how far was her place from yours? 

A She lived on 33rd. 

Q Okay. And — 

A Thirty-third and — around Confederation, 

somewhere around there. Not far from -- not far 
from us. 

Q Okay. If I understand correctly then, by the time 
Neil got to your place — did they actually beat 
him up or did it just they threatened to beat him 
up? 

A I think it was just a — not an actual beating, 

because he didn't look too bad, you know. Not — 
he had a -- I'm pretty sure he had a bruise on his 
— a black eye or something like that. I'm not 
too sure though. I can't really remember. I know 
he had some bruises, but not — 

Q Okay. So some bruises, black eye maybe? 

A Yeah. 

Q Nothing broken though or — 

A But not -- no. 

Q Did Neil have to go to the hospital? 
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No, no. 

And Neil had been staying with you for about how 
long, was it a week or so or — 

Something like that, I'm not sure though. Can't 
remember. 

And your -- I believe your recollection earlier 
was that Neil had been in other facilities — 
juvenile facilities or what, but — 

Yes. 

-- normally hadn't run away form them? 

I don't remember. I'm not sure. 

Was this the first time he had left a facility to 
go to your house? 

I don't remember. I -- that's the only time I 
remember, you know, offhand. I can't remember the 
others. If he had run away from any others, he 
probably came home. 

He had been, as I recall, I think — there was 
some indication he had been at the Paul Dojack 
Centre in Regina? Do you recall that or — 

No. 

Okay. He'd been at Kilburn though, in Saskatoon? 
Yes . 

Okay. 


And Yarrow. Yarrow House 
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Q Yarrow House? 

A — (inaudible), yeah. 

Q Okay. And that's another facility near Saskatoon? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. After Neil started running into troubles 

with alcohol, say at 13 or 14, what percentage of 
time would he have been with you at home or what 
percentage of time would he maybe have been at a 
facility or something? 

A 3. don't remember. 

Q Would it be — we don't need an exact figure 

obviously, but sort of half and half or can you 
recall? 

A I don't -- I don't remember. 

Q It was more than once though, right? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Amongst other people Neil may have been 
associated with does the name Carey Night mean 
anything to you? 

A No. 

Q No? Okay. And Jason — you're not sure, but he 

could have been one of the young fellows that was 
around your house from time to time? 

A Yes. 

Q When he came up to you in the bingo hall did you 
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8 7 Cross-exam Stella Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Plaxton 

know who this was? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did Neil ever discuss with you doing any break and 

enters or anything like that? 

A No. 

Q Okay. Did Neil have things that you thought maybe 
he had gotten through some means that probably 
wasn't the right way? 

A No. No, he never brought anything home. 

Q Now I think if we look at his record we will see 

some — there were -- he was in trouble. Do you 
know who he was dealing with or what he was doing 
with stolen goods, if he had them? 

A No. 

Q Mr. Fox has shown you a newspaper article from 

1991. I think you have a copy of it there? 

A Yeah. 

Q And how was it you — oh, I'm sorry. You don't 

don't have one. Thank you very much. How was it 
that interview occurred? Did you call the press, 
did the press call you or did someone else arrange 
that? 

A The press called us. 

Q And now this article was written by Mr. Terry 

Craig. Do you recall if it was Mr. Craig who 


25 



Cross-exam Stella Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Plaxton 


called you or — 

I can't remember. 

And at that time I think you stated that you had 
feared for your son because of a recent run in 
with some hardened young offenders. Does that 
sound like something you would have told that 
gentleman? 

Yes. 

Okay. And that was due to the altercation with 
Mr. P., is that right? 

Yes . 

Okay. And I think if I can direct your attention 
to the second page and the second column, I think 
it says in the third paragraph, "In the weeks 
before his death he had an altercation with a 
gang. He suffered a beating, the result of a deal 
gone sour over the sale of some handguns stolen" 

— or rather, "Stonechild acquired during a break 
and enter." Was that — would that have been your 
recollection at the time? 

Probably, I just don't remember. 

Okay. Well, do you have an actual recollection of 
what occurred at that time or what you're 
remembering today and telling us, is it a result 
to of you talking to people and reading things? 
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A No, no, it's -- I remember telling them about the 
guns and the deal gone sour. I know that. 

Q Okay. Now you said that, if I go to the next 
paragraph, it seems to be indicating Neil was 
drunk at the time he was in this fight. Do you 
recall that? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. But it says, "He had enough sense to run 

home," so — and that would be to your house, is 
that correct? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Now it says, "He was assaulted at an inner 

city location, but managed to stagger his way home 
to his mother's home on Confederation Crescent." 
Would your daughter have been at an inner city 
location or maybe was Neil beaten somewhere else? 

A No, he was somewhere else. 

Q Okay. So the assault didn't happen in your 

daughter's house? 

A No, no. 

Q Oh, okay. Do you know where it did? 

A I can't remember where. 

THE COMMISSIONER: How are you feeling, Ms. Bignell? 

Are you all right? 

A Well — 
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1 THE COMMISSIONER: Are you getting tired? 

2 A Yeah. 

3 THE COMMISSIONER: These are more than a few 

4 questions. I let you proceed on the basis that 

5 they were a few questions and they're quite long. 

6 MR. PLAXTON: I have about 15 minutes, I think. 

7 I've got no problem if she'd like to break now or 

8 I have — 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: You will be going for 15 more 

10 minutes? 

11 MR. PLAXTON: At the very most. I think probably 

12 five more minutes. 

13 THE COMMISSIONER: Well I think that — I have some 

14 concerns about her being well enough to go ahead, 

15 so we'll adjourn until this afternoon at two 

16 o'clock. 

17 MR. PLAXTON: Thank you. 

18 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 12:14 P.M.) 

19 (PROCEEDINGS RECONVENED AT 2:01:41) 

20 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Plaxton? 

,21 Q Ms. Bignell, if you can just bear with me a few 

22 more minutes. There's one point I'm not quite 

23 sure if I understood exactly what had happened. I 

24 think you had related earlier that one of your 
thoughts was maybe Neil had gone to the reserve 
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Cross-exam Stella Stonechild-Bignell 
by Mr. Plaxton 

with -- was it Regis Gamble? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And Regis Gamble is — was he one of Neil's 

friends? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. They hung around together? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And what made you believe that? 

A Pardon? 

Q What made you think that maybe he'd gone to the 
reserve with Regis? 

A Because he had told me that he wanted to go to the 
reserve with Regis for a while. 

Q Okay. Was that about the same time that the — 
towards the end of November that we're talking 
about? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. About how long was it he said that before 
he disappeared? 

A Oh, approximately a few days to a week. 

Q Now, after this, did you ever ask Regis or run 

into Regis to find out if he had dealt with Neil? 

A No, I hadn't. I didn't see him after. I used to 
ask for him, but he didn't seem to be around so it 
just led me to believe he was with him. 
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Okay. And since Neil disappeared you haven't seen 


1 Q 

2 Regis at all? 


3 


A 

Oh, he was at 

the funeral, I believe. 

4 


Q 

Okay. But you 

didn't discuss the issue with him? 

5 


A 

At that time? 

I didn't talk to anybody at that 

6 



time. 


7 


Q 

Okay, not necessarily at Neil's funeral but any 

8 



other time? 


9 


A 

No, I didn't. 

It was Neil and I that discussed 

10 



it, not Regis. 


11 


Q 

Okay, but you 

didn't ask Regis, say, did you and 

12 



Neil go to the 

reserve or anything like that? 

13 


A 

No, no. 


14 

MR. 

PLAXTON: 

Thank you, ma'am. 

15 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Any other cross-examination? 

16 

MR. 

WORME: 


I believe, Mr. Commissioner, that 

17 



there are no other counsel — 

18 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

That's my impression — 

19 

MR. 

WORME: 


— to go and accordingly I would — 

20 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

You may proceed. 

21 

MR. 

WORME: 


— proceed. 

22 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 

23 

MR. 

WORME, 

, cross-examinincr: 

24 


Q 

Stella, I want 

to just give you an opportunity to 

25 



maybe speak to 

a couple of things that I think 
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that you might have the ability to shed a little 
bit more light on for us. 

A Okay. 

Q You've described coming to Saskatoon and attending 
to Saskatoon for the purposes of giving a fresh 
start to your family. 

A Yes. 

Q And that you were leaving a particular lifestyle 

behind you and you did, in fact. 

A Yes, I did. 

Q I understand that you were employed here in the 

City of Saskatoon? 

A Yes, I was working in the Eaton's Building in the 
housekeeping department. 

Q I see. And how long did you work there, Stella? 

A From 1990 till '93, till I left there. 

Q And you left Saskatoon for what reason? 

A I couldn't — I couldn't -- I couldn't live in 

Saskatoon any more. It was too much for me. 

Q Working at the Eaton's in the cleaning department, 

that is how you supported your family, I gather? 

A Yes. 

Q And you had relatively young children? 

A Yes. 

Q You've told us that it was — they had limited 
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sports opportunities — 

A Yes. 

Q -- I think is what the suggestion was, correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And I gather that it was, in part, due to the 

limited income that you would have been receiving? 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. But notwithstanding that, you've told us 

that Neil was quite a sports — a sports fan and - 

A He was. 

Q — indeed a sportsman. 

A Yes, he was. 

Q I wonder with respect to wrestling, it's my 
understanding that he had achieved some 
significant milestones. 

A Yes, he did. He was a champion wrestler going 

from one tournament to another. He went to Prince 
Albert, Regina. He even went to Edmonton and 
brought home the trophy from — from those — 

Q That would have made you very proud, I'm sure. 

A Very. 

Q Right. Your other son, Marcel, he's — he's, of 
course, going to be up here and I understand he 
lives now in Winnipeg? 
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Yes. 

He's employed there? 

Yes. 

Had he been employed when he was living in 
Saskatoon with you? 

Yes, he started working at a very early age, 
around 14, 15 years old, and going to school at 
the same time. 

I see. He was a role model for Neil? 

Yes, he was. 

The name that you've — that you've used in 
reference to Neil, Harry, how did he come by that 
name? 

He got that name from my niece when he was a baby. 
She used to always — always look after him more 
like her baby and she called him Neil -- I mean 
Harry because of the movie that came out at that 
time in '72, Nell in My Pocket — I mean Harry in 
My Pocket . 

I see. 

So that's where he got that from. 

And it kind of stuck? 

Yes. 

Did other people use this name in reference to 
Neil or was it just his close family -- 
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A Everybody. 

Q — members? 

A Everybody used it. 

Q Okay. Did he use that in reference to himself, do 

you know? 

A Once in a while, yeah. Schools knew him as Harry. 
Schools knew him as — 

Q Okay. And you've told us about Neil being in army 
cadets. That was here in Saskatoon. 

A Yes. 

Q And do you know what sort of activities that 

entailed or how it was that he got there, that 
sort of thing? 

A His brother — his brother, Marcel, was in cadets 
and he followed his brother. 

Q You've told us then of an attendance at your 
residence by officer Jarvis? 

A Yes. 

Q And his words to the effect that Neil is dead? 

A Yes. 

Q You had some conversation with him then. I 

believe you've told us that you were unable to 
recall exactly what happened thereafter? 

A No, I don't remember. I remember when he told me 
Neil is dead, I -- I went into shock. I don't 
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remember what happened. I don't remember who 
came. The next — the last thing -- I don't 
remember him leaving. 

Q I see. 

A But I do remember the next thing was my — my 
oldest son — 

Q Take your time, Stella. 

A My oldest son had his arms around me and he told 
me that he was going to phone my sister and tell 
her to come over. That was Debra. But she did, 
and they came over after. I don't remember 
anything after that. I just — 

Q At some point in time somebody told you what Neil 
was wearing when he was found. Do you recall 
that, Stella? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you recall what it — what it was that was 
told to you in terms of what it was he was 
wearing? 

A He had on a blue club jacket, jeans and one — one 
shoe, one runner. And then when he left the house 
he had on his club jacket, his — well, he was 
dressed, and he had on a baseball cap which he — 
he always wore. He never — he never took it off. 

Q I see. 
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A And he didn't have it on. 

Q This club jacket that you've told us about that 

we've come to understand from you belonged to your 
eldest son with whom you made re-acquaintance — 

A Yes. 

Q — Dean? 

A Yes. 

Q Now Dean was adopted in the United States? 

A Yes. 

Q He is, in fact, a member of the United States 
Marines? 

A Yes. 

Q And he had attended at Boys Town? 

A Yes. 

Q And that's where this jacket was from? Is that 
right? 

A That's where it came from, yes. 

Q And the reason that — do you know how Neil came 
into — how he came to have this jacket? 

A His brother gave it to him because Neil liked it. 
He liked it. 

Q Do you know when this happened? 

A Around — I'm not sure when, but probably around 
that fall somewhere. 

Q Do you know when it was, Stella, that you were 
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by Mr. Worme 

told that Neil had on one shoe when he was found? 

A I'm not sure when, but I think it was when they 

came to question us about where he was — where he 
-- when we last saw him, who he was with. I think 
that's when it was. 

Q And can you tell us how many times it was that — 
when you say "they", I gather it was the City 
Police of Saskatoon. 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell us how many times it was that they 
came to see you to ask you as to Neil's 
whereabouts and such? 

A I don't really remember. I think I remember 

seeing them the once, taking the statements down 
of all the — of the family. 

Q So we know certainly that Officer Jarvis attended 

to your residence to give you this disturbing 
news? 

A The news, yes. 

Q And did he come back, to your recollection, to 
subsequently speak to you about anything like 
this? 

A I don't remember. 

Q The other individuals then, you said that there 
were others that came to see you, you recall at 
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least one time? 

I — I remember Ernie, Ernie Louttit or — 

And Officer Louttit came to see you a number of 
times I think you've told us. 

Quite a few times, yes. 

Until he eventually simply disappeared off the 
radar screen? 

Yeah, I couldn't understand why. 

Have you ever found out why? 

No. 

We've heard the name mentioned to you, GP. 

Yes. 

You are familiar with GP? 

Yes. 

He was a friend of Neil's. 

Yes. He was a friend of all the boys. 

I'm sorry? 

He was a friend with all the boys. 

Okay. Has Gary ever talked to you, Stella? 

At that time before — before -- I believe it was 
before Jason come to see me at the bingo hall. I 
know he came to see me and he did tell me that, 
"Stella", he said, "I would never do that. I 
would never do that to Neil", he said, that's my 
bro. We grew up together." 
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Q Did you believe him, Stella? 

A Yes, I believed him because if he — if he was 

lying he wouldn't have came to see me at all. Why 
would he come and try and explain something away 
that, you know, that he — he did, if he did. He 
wouldn't come. He wouldn't have came. 

Q And do you know when it was that he did speak to 
you and where at? 

A At my place, I'm pretty sure it was at the house. 
I'm not sure when, when or — 

Q In relation to this news article that is now 

marked as P-1 in these proceedings, do you know 
whether or not this discussion with GP was prior 
to that particular article coming out? 

A No, it was after that, because when that article 
came out I was still thinking that maybe it was 
true that Gary and his brother had taken Neil out 
there. I didn't — 

Q And who is Gary's brother? 

A I don't know. I don't remember his name. 

Q Do you know what, if anything, happened to GP's 
brother? 

A His brother was in jail and Gary told me that time 
that his brother was in jail at the time I — my 
son froze in the — 
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We've heard a little bit about Neil's criminal 
record here. I believe Mr. Fox was asking you 
about that. 

Yes. 

Can you tell us what — you were aware of what 
Neil had on his record, were you? 

Yes, yes. 

And can you tell us whether there were any 
criminal — or pardon me, any violent offences on 
his record? 

No, no, he was not — well, there was no assault 
charges, nothing like that — 

That you're aware of. 

That I was aware of, no. 

Okay. Would that be consistent with Neil's 
character at the time? That is to say, was he 
seen, perceived, perhaps, as a tough guy or a 
fighter? 

No, he didn't go around picking fights with 
anybody. 

When you spoke to Neil about his returning to the 
group home did you advise him that you had spoken 
with Pat Pickard? 

Yes, I did. I told him that she phoned. 

Right. 
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And he said that — he told me at that time after 
we had spoken about it, he said, "Well, I will -- 
I wild go", he said, "I will turn myself in, and I 
agree with you." 

But he didn't want to do so that particular 
weekend? 

"But not this weekend", he said, "just one more 
weekend out", he said, "and I'll go." 

Do you know why, Stella, that that weekend was so 
important to him that he would not want to turn 
himself in? 

I think he just wanted to stay out for another 
weekend free to do — to do with his friends as — 
I think he wanted to just have another party — 
Okay. 

-- with his friends and just go the next week. 

Do you know when Neil's birthday was? 

August, August 24th, 1972. 

So your assumption was is that he simply wanted to 
stay out and do what boys do, some boys anyway? 

Not '72, '73, yeah. 

When you were answering Mr. Hesje this morning, 
you had indicated that you found out from the 
StarPhoenix that the police's theory was that he 
was to turn him — or going to turn himself into 
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1 the Saskatoon Correctional Centre? 

2 A Yes. 

3 Q And I believe when you answered, and certainly the 

4 record will correct me if I'm wrong, but you had - 

5 - I believe you had responded, "We had already 

6 talked about his returning to the group home, not 

7 to the police." 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q I gather you meant to the Correctional Centre? 

10 A No, he wasn't going to go there because he was a 

11 boy, he wasn't a man to go there, to begin with. 

12 Q You've described your house as always open to your 

13 sons' friends? 

14 A Yes. 

15 Q I gather your daughter's friends as well? 

16 A No, my daughter didn't have friends there. She 

17 lived in her own place. 

18 Q Oh, I see. 

19 A Just my boys. 

20 Q You were a bit of a den mother, is that fair? 

21 A Yes, exactly. 

22 Q You fed these boys? 

23 A Fed them, I kept them there whenever they needed a 

24 place to sleep and eat, yes. 

25 Q When you spoke with Officer Tarasoff, that would 
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have been at the police station? 

A Yes. 

Q And aside from his commenting to you of his 

belief, that is to say that Neil didn't get to the 
spot he was located on his own, did he tell you 
anything else that you can recall for us today, 
Stella? 

A Well, that's what he said, was I don't — "I don't 
believe myself that he went there on his own", he 
said, "but he said there's nothing I can do about 
it, like, to investigate it any further", because 
he was no longer on the — I don't know what you 
call "them when they investigate on the street or 
whatever it is. He said he was at the desk. 

Q I see. You went to the funeral home, I believe 
you've told us, Stella, to see your son. I want 
you to tell us about that, if you would? 

A I went to the funeral home to go and see him. I 
didn't expect to see what I saw when I saw him 
there. When I saw his face there was a gash 
across his nose going towards his cheek. 

Q You've described that as more than just a scratch? 

A It wasn't a scratch, it was a gash. 

Q Did you notice any other injuries on your son? 

A I didn't look to see, I just -- I kissed him and I 


25 



106 


Cross-exam S. Stonechild 
by Mr. Worme 

held him and I walked away. I couldn't look any 
more. 

Had you sought any medical attention for the shock 
that you've described that you were in at that 
point in time? 

Yes, I went to see the doctor and he put me on 
medication and I was on medication right till 
after the funeral some time. 

In the StarPhoenix article of March, you've told 
us that it was your belief that there was someone 
else out there responsible for - for beating your 
son. 

Yes. I told them that whoever is responsible for 
this, they're still out there free. They didn't 
investigate the way they should I told the 
reporters. 

You were critical of the Saskatoon Police Service 
investigation. 

Yes. 

Were you ever provided any comfort from the 
Saskatoon City Police in terms of the 
investigation that they actually undertake - 
undertook? 

No, nothing. 

How about to this day? 
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A Not yet to this day, no. 

Q Stella, we — we've heard your son described in 
the media and and by others as an Aboriginal man 
or a man. How does that make you feel? 

A He isn't a man. He was a boy. He was only 17. 

He never — he never had a chance to become a man. 
They never gave him that chance to become a man 
and have a family of his own, to give me the 
grandchildren that I would have loved like my 
other children. There was a time when I was 
working in Eaton's there. Because he used to come 
and see me there, I thought I saw him coming down 
the escalator, but when I thought to myself, I 
realized that it can't be true because he's gone. 
That's when we decided, my husband and I, to move 
away, to leave Saskatoon, and I haven't been back 
since. I hate to be back here again because so 
much — so much — it's hard. I just hope and 
pray that something will come out of this that 
will give me some answers. 

MR. WORME: Thank you, Stella. Those are all 

my questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

MR. HESJE: 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 


Have you any questions, Mr. Hesje? 
No questions. 

Thank you. Mr. Worme, you may want 
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to arrange for Mrs. Bignell to be excused and she 
might be more comfortable if she was able to go 
and rest. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, the next witness, 

Debra Morin - sorry, Debra Mason. Debra Mason. 

DEBRA MASON, sworn, testifies: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mrs. Mason, before you begin, I 

need to say to you that this is obviously very 
painful, obviously for your mother and it will be 
for you too. If you need a break, please tell me. 
We will take a — we will take an adjournment so 
that you have a chance to sort of compose 
yourself. Are you all right to go ahead now? 

DEBRA MASON: Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well.- 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

Q Mrs. Mason, you may have heard this morning I am 
required to read a certain document to you and I 
will proceed with that now. "The Rules of 
Practise and Procedure established for this 
Inquiry provide that all witnesses must be advised 
they have the protection of section 37 of The 
Saskatchewan Evidence Act and section 5 of the 
Canada Evidence Act. These statutory provisions 
state the testimony that may tend to criminate 
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you, tend to establish liability to a civil 
proceeding, and which testimony you would not be 
compelled to provide at common law, shall not be 
used or admissible in evidence against you in a 
criminal trial or other criminal proceedings 
against you, other than the prosecution for 
perjury in the giving of evidence or for the 
giving of contradictory evidence, and shall not be 
used or receivable in evidence against you in any 
other civil proceeding or any other proceeding 
under an act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. 
You're hereby advised that such protection shall 
apply without you expressly invoking such 
protection." Mrs. Mason, where do you live? 

I live in Regina. 

And you're married? 

Yes, I am. 

And who is your husband? 

Pardon? 

Who is your husband? 

Jerry. 

Jerry Mason? 

Yes. 

And are you employed in Regina? 

Not - not at the moment. I'm just a full-time mom 
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at home. 

All right. What — we just heard from Stella 
Stonechild-Bignell. She's a relative of yours? 
She's my sister. 

She's your sister. And which would obviously make 
Neil Stonechild your - 
My nephew. 

-- nephew? How well did you know Neil? 

Very well. 

How much contact did you have with him? 

Stella and I are quite close, we always have been, 
and through my younger years, teenager, I lived a 
lot with — with my older sister, and grew up and 
with her children. So we're very close, a very 
close family. We've always stayed close with one 
another through the years. 

Okay. Can you give me your — in a summary 
fashion your impressions of Neil, your knowledge 
of Neil and what he was like? 

Neil was -- was a great kid, actually. He was 
kind, loving. He loved kids. My kids took to 
him, one girl especially, my younger girl really 
loved Neil a lot because he always took the time 
to play with her, watch TV with her, and those are 
some of the things that she remembers just before 
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Neil passed, was spending time with him and him 
spending time watching TV with her, cartoons, 
playing with her, and he was just a really great 
kid, a really loving person, kind person. 

Were you aware that he'd had some problems with 
the law, that he had been in some trouble? 

Yes, I was, yeah. 

What did you know about that? 

Not a lot, not a lot, just from what Stella would 
tell me, and I didn't pry into anything, any 
private matters like that, just from time to time 
she'd tell me if Neil was in trouble for 
something, but she wouldn't go into any great — 
great detail about what it was, and I wouldn't 
ask. 

Based on your observations, how would you describe 
his relationship with his mother? 

Oh, Neil, yeah, they were — they were close. 
Stella was close with all her children. 

And, Ms. Mason, can you describe for me the events 
the last time that you saw Neil? 

Well, we had been out shopping that — that 
evening. We had planned to go and do some 
Christmas shopping at the mall, and prior to that 
we had dropped my daughter off with my nephew. 
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another nephew to a concert. There was a 
Fleetwood Mac concert in town that night, and we 
dropped them off there and then we went to the 
mall to do shopping, but it turned out that we 
didn't do a bit of shopping at all, and we went 
back home and just actually as I was opening the 
door to our — our house, the phone rang. So, I - 
— I went running upstairs and it was my aunt 
telling — telling us that she had bad news and 
that Neil had passed on. But prior to that, the 
last time I'd ever talked to Neil was probably 
maybe — like I'm not really sure. I'd say five, 
six days before then, before this, before we heard 
this news. And we were over at Stella's. We 
spent a lot of time over at Stella's visiting, 
dropping in every now and then. We were out and 
about, we'd stop in at her place. And we had just 
dropped in at night, I think we'd been out 
shopping, we'd dropped in at night, and I was 
sitting with her in the kitchen and I think Jerry 
and the kids were in the living room, and Neil got 
there and he came into the kitchen. We were 
talking with him in the kitchen, and he was his 
happy — his happy self. He was always happy. 

And he was talking to his mom and saying, you 
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know, "Mom", he said, "I'm" -- he said, "I'm 
finally going to turn my life around." He said I 

- he said, "I'm tired of being on the run." He 
said, "I'm tired of all the things that I've been 
going through." He said, "I'm going to go to 
school", he said, "all the time", he said, "and I 
want to get back into wrestling." He really loved 
wrestling and he was very good at it, and he 
wanted to get back into that again, and the other 
sports that he did. And he told his mom, he says, 
-- he said, you know, "Mom", he said, "I finally 
feel at peace inside." He said, "I finally found 
peace inside", he said. He said, "I'm ready to 
move on now." And his mom encouraged him and said 
that was — that was great, you know, she was good 

— she was glad to hear that he was going to turn 
things around for himself and — and get on with 
school and his wrestling and leave his other life 
behind. And I encouraged him to, and he said, 
well -- he says he was going to his friend's — 
his friend's, they were going to — he was going 
to go out. I think they were going to a party or 
they were going to have a party at his friend's 
house. And his mom told him — it was very cold 
that night, it was very cold, and she told him. 
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"Neil", she said — she says, "Make sure", she 
said, "you stay inside." She said, "Don't go 
anywhere", she said, "it's really cold out." And 
he told her, he says, "Don't worry, mom", he said, 
"I'll be fine", he said, "I'm not going anywhere." 
And he said — gave us a — gave his mom a hug and 
gave me a hug and he said, "I'll see you tomorrow. 
Auntie Deb", and — and he left. Someone — one 
of his friends was waiting outside for him and he 
left, and that's the last time I seen Neil. 

Q So was there a friend with him or somebody else 
with him? 

A There was — he was — yeah, but I don't know -- I 
have no idea who it was. 

Q And you didn't see him again? 

A No, I never seen Neil again after that. 

Q Now did you hear that subsequently to that he was 

missing, that — 

A Oh, yes, because we were over at Stella's all the 
time and they were concerned. Later, towards the 
middle of the week, she was concerned because she 
hadn't heard from Neil, and she sent Marcel out to 
look for him, try and find him, and none of his 
friends knew -- 
him. 


knew where he was, had heard from 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
1.7 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


115 Exam-in-chief D. Mason 

by Mr. Hesje 

Q Now I think you've already indicated, but maybe 

just review how you then heard that — that he had 
died. 

A My aunt phoned and told us that she had heard that 
Neil had died and she phoned my sister and 
verified and it was true, and so I told my husband 
and the family that we were going right over to 
Stella's right away and we — we left right away 
and went over to Stella's. 

Q What do you recall that happened at Stella's after 
you arrived there? 

A We went inside. I went and sat with her, and she 
was not doing good at all. 

Q Do you recall -- sorry, were you present when any 
police officers were there? 

A I was present, but I don't recall what — what was 
said. I believe that I went into another room. 

My husband was present when -- when — when two 
police officers showed up, but I have no idea what 
— what transpired. 

Q Did you — do you recall getting any explanation 
that — was it — do you recall, first of all, I 
guess, was this in the evening or afternoon or — 

A Oh, it was — it was late evening, actually it was 
at night, because we'd picked up the kids from the 
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concert and by the time the concert was over I 
believe it must have been, I don't know, 10, 

10:30. 

Q Okay. Did you receive any information then as to 
how he had died or what had happened to him? 

A Well, from what Stella — only from what Stella 

told me — told us, that they had found him frozen 
and — outside of town somewhere. 

Q Okay. Now did you have occasion to see Neil's 
body? 

A Yes, at the funeral home where they had viewing 
for the family. 

Q Was this at the funeral or prior to the funeral? 

A No, it was at the funeral home. 

Q Okay. 

A They had a private viewing for the family at that 
time and we took Stella, and the rest of the 
family was also there, and there was me, her 
daughter Erica, my husband Jerry, my daughter 
Trisha, and there was -- I believe there was 
another cousin present there also at the time, and 
we went into the funeral — into the room where 
they had Neil's body and we took Stella up to the 
casket and, like she said, she said she was very 
shocked and I think we were all shocked because 
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it's not what — what we expected at all. 

Can you tell me what you — your observations, 
what you saw? 

Well, after we helped Stella back out of the room 
and she went and sat down, I was there with -- 
with her daughter. Erica, and my daughter Trisha 
was there and another cousin, and we were standing 
around the casket, and Erica — Erica spoke to me. 
She said, "Auntie Deb", she said. She said, "Look 
it", she said. She said, "He shouldn't look like 
this", she said, "this is not normal", she said, 
"for someone who froze." And I said, "No", I 
said, "It's not. I said, "He's been beaten up." 

He had bruises on his face and there was a cut 
across the bridge of his nose that extended to his 
cheek and makeup didn't hide — couldn't hide the 
bruises. And she was running her fingers through 
his hair and she said, "Auntie", she says, "Feel 
here." And we felt his head and there was lumps 
on his head. And then she says, "Well", she said, 
"Auntie", she says, "why would they cut his hair?" 
I said, "Erica, I don't -- I have no idea", I told 
her. I said, "His hair was cut and we don't know 
for what reason." And I -- and I know she — she 
asked, she says, "Auntie", she said, "should we 
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check the rest of his body" she said, "should I 
undo his shirt?" And at the time I thought well, 
maybe we shouldn't, and I told her, I said, "No", 

I said, "maybe we shouldn't do that." And we just 
— we just left it at that. 

Following the funeral, were you ever contacted by 
the Saskatoon Police Service? 

Oh, no. No. 

Did you ever receive any information from the 
Saskatoon Police Service? 

No, no. 

Did you receive any other information as to how 
Neil Stonechild — 

Only through talking to Stella, talking to the 
family. 

Did she ever indicate to you that there had been 
some suggestion of other — the P.s or someone 
like that involved in his death? 

Later on when we all started wondering and talking 
how his body could have gotten out there, why he 
was beaten up and why only one shoe was on his 
foot when they found him, I think speculation 
started as to who — who may have beat him up and 
did they beat him up, did they kill him at that 
time or did he die after they dumped him — dumped 
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his — dumped him on the outskirts of town. And 
we all speculated as to who it may have been, who 
-- who may have wanted to harm him in any way. 

Q Now,, in fairness, though, this was just simply 

speculation. You hadn't received that information 
that that, in fact, is what happened to him? 

A No, it was just wondering who could have done that 
to him. 

Q Did Mrs. Bignell ever indicate to you that she had 
received information that Neil had been picked up 
by the police? 

A Actually, yes, she did, because we kept — we 

always keep in close touch wherever — wherever we 
are with one another through phone. 

Q Now I don't know if it's necessary to go into 

exactly what you might have heard there, but — 
but did you — what was done with that 
information? Did you encourage her to do anything 
with the information or — 

A Well, yes. I told her that she should follow up 

and find out what more could be found out from who 
gave her the information. 

Q Did she indicate where she received the 
information? 

A She had told me that she had — she was at bingo 
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one night and that Jason Roy had gone to talk to 
her in the bingo hall. 

Did you know Jason Roy? 

No, I did not, no. 

And to your knowledge did — did she do anything 
with the information? Did she pursue it or — 

I don't believe she did. I believe she told Jason 
to go — to make sure he went to the police and to 
tell them what — what he knew. 

Okay. But, again, to be clear, though, this is — 
she has told you that — 

Yes. 

— she said this to Jason? 

Yeah. 

Okay. Now did you personally receive any other 
information as to what happened to Neil? 

Only through — only through Stella. Through the 
family is where I'd hear what was happening. 

And were you ever — did you raise any concerns or 
go to anybody as to whether this information was 
being passed on to the Saskatoon Police Service? 
No, I didn't. 

And to your — you don't have any direct knowledge 
of whether, in fact, that information was being 
passed on to the Saskatoon Police Service? 
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A No, I -- no, I don't. 

MR. HESJE: Mrs. Mason, that's all the 

questions I have for you. I expect some of the 
other counsel may ask you a few questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Cross-examination? 

MR. WATSON, cross-examining: 

Q Mrs. Mason, my name is Jay Watson. I just have a 
very few questions for you. Did — after the 
funeral and when you saw Neil's body, did anyone 
ever explain to you about the bumps on his head, 
how they arrived, or the reason why his hair was 
cut? 

A I had asked Stella later what the autopsy report 
had said and there was nothing in the report that 
said that he had been beaten, only that the cause 
of death was through freezing. 

Q So the — 

A And I wondered why. 

Q So that the only information about — about the 

reason for those, for the bumps and his hair being 
cut, was through Stella. No one else spoke to 
you? 

A No, just — just from what I seen -- 

Q All right. 

A — myself. 
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Q Now on the last evening or last day — 

A M' hm. 

Q — that you — that you saw Neil I believe your — 
let me back up a bit. 

A Okay. 

Q You met with Mr. Hesje and had an interview with 
him prior to this Inquiry, correct? 

A No, I did not. I talked to David Stack. 

Q Okay. And I understand it was your view that on 
that day, although Neil wasn't intoxicated, you 
felt he had been drinking already at that time. 

A I think he had been, yeah. Not very much. 

Q And did you ever see his friend or was he always 

outside? 

A Oh, I seen lots of his friends but I couldn't tell 
you who they were, but the friend that he left 
with was outside. 

Q And did you — did you see him? Did you have an 
opinion about whether he'd been drinking or not? 

A Oh, no, I didn't see him. He was outside in a 
vehicle, so I have no idea who it was. 

Q All right. Now for the first — my understanding 
is for the first few months after you became aware 
that Neil had passed away, the theory was that 
there was a feud with the P.s and that was the 
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thinking of the families at that time. Is that 
right? 

A Well, that was speculation. You know, you wonder. 
Your — your child is out there, in which case my 
nephew, and you know that he's not going to go out 
there on his own, and he was beaten, he was 
missing a shoe. How did he get out there? Why 
would he even be out there? 

Q And you had heard about some problems between Neil 
and the P.s. 

A Yes, just through hearsay, through what I'd heard. 

Q Did Neil ever say anything to you about that 

directly to you? 

A No, no. 

MR. WATSON: Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other cross-examination? 

MR. FOX, cross-examining: 

Q Ms. Mason, just a couple questions. The house 
that you saw Neil at that day with — with your 
sister Stella, that was at Stella's house? 

A Yes, it was, yes. 

Q Okay. And you may have said it, but I wasn't sure 
if you indicated what time that was, what time of 
day that was, any indication, when you arrived. 

A That was probably around 10:00, 10:30, I believe. 
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after we picked the kids up from the concert. 

Q I think when you picked the kids up from the 
concert, that was when you heard about Neil. 

A Yes. 

Q Yeah, I was talking about when you saw Neil at 
Stella's house and you talked about — 

A Oh, oh. 

Q — turning over a new leaf. 

A Turning — oh, okay 

Q Yeah. 

A — that was — that was at Stella's. 

Q Yes. 

A Yeah, and we were there. 

Q Do you remember about what time of day that was? 

A Oh, it was at night, but, you know, I really 

couldn't say. 

Q So it would have been dark out already? 

A It was dark, yeah. 

Q It was dark out already, okay. And was it sort of 
a situation you were there and then Neil arrived 
home, or was he there already -- 
A No. 

Q -- when you got there? 

A We got there and then Neil got there — 

Q Got there after. 
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A — shortly after. 

Q Okay. And the person he was travelling with, he 
was in a vehicle outside. 

A He was outside, yeah. 

Q Okay. And — and then Neil would have been at the 
house for how long, do you think, then? 

A Oh, Neil was there probably maybe half an hour at 
the most. 

Q Okay. And then he went back out and he went 
outside. 

A He left, yes. 

Q Did he leave in the vehicle as far as you 
understood? 

A Yes, yeah. 

Q Okay. Did you see what kind of vehicle it was? 

A No, no. 

Q Okay. And did you see the vehicle? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Okay. So how is it that you know that it was a 
vehicle outside? That's what I was wondering. 

A Well, because he said. 

Q Oh, he said? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. So based on what Neil said — 
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Q -- he was going outside to get in a vehicle with 
his friend and they were leaving then? 

A M' hm. 

Q And I'm assuming when you talk about — it sounds 
like you and Stella — well, obviously you were 
close, you're sisters but — 

A Oh, yes. 

Q — would have seen each other and talked to each 

other fairly regularly? 

A Yes. 

Q Almost daily? 

A Oh, well, while we were living in Saskatoon 
probably almost daily, yes. 

Q Yeah, that's what I'm talking about — 

A Yeah. 

Q — back in 1990. 

A M' hm. 

Q Okay. And I take it it had been a day or two or a 
couple days after you had seen Neil at Stella's 
house that word sort of got around from Stella 
that, you know, Neil hasn't shown up — 

A Yes. 

Q — and we're kind of wondering where he is. 

A Yes. 

Q And you said, I think, that different — 
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MR. FOX: 


happened — 

Yes. 

— that sort of thing? And that was just kind of, 
again, to your knowledge, asking around the 
neighbours that — 

Well, just being — being -- yeah. 

To find out. And the one who would have been 
primarily concerned, I'm assuming, would have been 
Stella? 

Oh, yes. 

Those are all the 
questions I have. 


Thank you, Ms. Mason. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. PLAXTON: If I may ask a few 

questions. 


MR. PLAXTON, cross-examining: 

Q If I can back you up a bit, please, ma'am — 

A M' hm. 

Q — the name Regis Gamble, does that ring a bell 
with you at all? 

A No. I -- I -- I knew the boys that would come to 
the house, I would see them, but I didn't know 
their names, didn't know — didn't know them 
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personally. 

Q Okay. You explained to us that you — you 
attended at the funeral home — 

A Yes. 

Q — after Neil had died — 

A M' hm. 

Q — and you noticed some things about his head, 
lumps I think you described. Did anyone at any 
time throughout all of this advise you that there 
had been an examination of Neil after he died? 

A An autopsy? 

Q Yes. 

A After. After — 

Q And did -- I'm sorry, go ahead. 

A Yes, his — his mom told me that they had an 

autopsy done on him and I'd asked her if she heard 
from them yet, but it probably took a little 
while, a few days maybe for her to get the report. 

Q You were interviewed by the RCMP, I believe. Is 

that correct? 

A Yes, a while back. 

Q And other people in preparation for this hearing? 

A Pardon? 

Q And other people, Mr. Stack I think you mentioned? 

A Yes. Just him, yeah, just them. 
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Q Did anyone at any time mention that the bumps you 
felt may have had something to do with -- I 
believe it was Dr. Adolph performed the autopsy. 
Did anyone ever mention that? 

A Mention — 

Q What may have caused the bumps you felt? 

A No. No. 

Q Now when you were at your sister's house the last 
time you saw Neil alive — 

A M' hm. 

Q — someone was there waiting for him in a vehicle. 

A Yes. 

Q And you know there was a vehicle because Neil told 
you that? 

A Yeah, m'hm. 

Q Jason Roy, would he have been the person in the 
vehicle or — 

A X could not tell you who it was. 

Q Okay. Did it seem like there was one or more than 
one person waiting for Neil? 

A I don't know. I have no idea. 

Q I'm just asking for what he was saying. 

A Yeah, I -- I don't really know. It was just a 

remark he made that he was leaving and going out 
and that was it. 
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Q The discussions after Neil passed away concerning 
the P.s, how did their name pop up? 

A It was just through -- through talk, you know, 
trying to figure out who may have done this to 
him, who could have — because we came to the 
conclusion he didn't get there by himself, and 
there's no way he would have walked out there by 
himself. There was no reason for him to do that. 
And just through speculation, well, who — you 
know, who may have done it. 

Q Okay. Were you aware of a previous beating or 
altercation, at least, involving the P.s? 

A No, I have no idea about that. 

Q Do you know who may have mentioned the P.s? 

A Probably just someone in the house. 

Q Okay. And when Neil left I think Mr. Watson was 
asking, he had been drinking was your 
recollection? 

A I think he had been a little bit. 

Q Okay. Well, when you say you think he had a 
little bit, but what led you to believe this? 

A Just from the alcohol on his breath. I don't 

think he had a lot of alcohol because he was still 
-- he didn't seem like he'd be inebriated in any 
way. 

Q And he was — he was going out to a party? Is 
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that what your information is? 

A Yes, he said he was going to friend's of his. 

Q Okay. Did he say going to a friend's place or 

going out to a party, can you recall? 

A Well, he said they were going to a friend's to 
have a few drinks. 

Q At the same time, though, he was saying that he 

was going to turn his life around and not do this 
sort of thing? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Other questions? Any, 

counsel? Mr. Worme? 

MR. WORME,cross-examining: 

Q You've described the evening where Neil was 
heading out to go out to party as very cold? 

A Very cold. 

Q Can you describe it any further than that for us 
other than — 

A It was blowing snow, blowing snow, and I believe 
at that time it had to have been around minus 40, 
close to minus 40 with the wind chill. 

Q Do you recall - sorry? Do you recall what Neil 
was wearing? 

A Oh my goodness. I believe he had on jeans and I 
think it was a blue jacket. Now, I couldn't be 
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positive about that. 

Q Gloves, head gear, a scarf, anything like that? 

A His hat, his hat. His cap. He always had his cap 

on. 

Q When you say a cap, what is that, a baseball kind 
of cap? 

A Yeah, football, you know, with the logos on the 
front. 

Q Gloves, mitts, scarves, anything like that? 

A I don't think he had gloves. I don't recall 

gloves. 

Q Footwear? 

A Runners. He had on a pair of runners. 

Q And your recollection is is that he was giving 
assurances to his mother that he would be fine. 

A Yes, he did. Well, she always worried. You know, 
we always worry when our kids go out. 

Q You were at the funeral. 

A Yes. 

Q And I believe you've - you've described the status 
of his body as being beaten? 

A Yes, yes. 

Q You had observed bruises on his face? 

A He had bruises on his face which the make-up could 
not hide, he had a slash across his nose that 
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Cross-exam D. Mason 
by Mr. Worme 

extended here and went down to his cheek, and he 
had bumps on his head. 

Q You've had suggested then, or rather, told Erica 
that you shouldn't investigate any further, that 
is to look at or examine his body. 

A Well, yes, because she — she asked, she says 
Auntie, she said should we undo his shirt, she 
said, should we check? And I -- I thought maybe 
it would — wouldn't be good for her to undo his 
shirt area. 

Q You didn't have a chance then to examine any other 
part of his body? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you see his hands as he was laying in his 
casket? 

A No, that's — I didn't -- I didn't check his 

hands. I just checked his face area, his head 
where his sister had been running her hands 
through his hair and had found the lumps. When 
she told me. Auntie, she said feel these, and I 
felt, and I -- I didn't check any other part of 
his body. 

Q Would it be fair to say that you were in a state 
of shock as well? 

A Yes, because we didn't expect to find him looking 



134 


Cross-exam D. Mason 
by Mr. Worme 


like that. 

And obviously you were grieving. 

Yes. Yes. 

You had described a Native officer in — at some 
point in time in discussing this issue with 
perhaps the RCMP. 

M' hm. 

What do you know of that? 

like I said, only what — Stella and I would keep 
touch and I'd ask her, you know, if she'd heard 
anything more and anything on the — on the 
investigation, and only what she told me about the 
Native officer that couldn't do an investigation. 
And when you say couldn't do, what do you mean by 
that? 

I think he was told not to. 

Do you know who would have told him not to? 

I believe it probably was his superiors. 

And this would be in the Saskatoon Police Service 

Yes. 

— to your knowledge? The funeral was an open 
casket or closed casket? 

It was open. 

Had there been any discussion as to whether or not 
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it would be open or closed to your recollection? 

A Not that I recall, no. 

Q The injuries that you've described, and in 

particular the gash or cut across his nose — 

A Yes. 

Q — had there been any effort to repair that, in 
your observations? 

A No, no. 

Q Do you recall whether you might have seen any 
stitches or any staples — 

A No. 

Q — or anything of that nature? 

A No. 

Q In terms of the bruises, you've told us obviously 
that make up couldn't — 

A No, couldn't hide them. 

Q Did it appear to you that there was an attempt to 
cover that? 

A Oh, yes, there was, but you couldn't hide the 
bruising. 

Q The bruising and the cut across the nose in 

particular, was that present when you last seen 
Neil? 

A Alive? 

Q When you last seen him alive. 
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A Oh, no, he was 
THE WITNESS: 

my questions. 
THE COMMISSIONER: 

MR. HESJE: 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

THE WITNESS: 

MR. HESJE: 


fine. 

Thank you, Debra. Those are all 

Mr. Hesje? 

(inaudible) 

Thank you. You're excused. 

Thank you. 

This is Jerry Mason. 


9 

10 JERRY MASON, sworn, testifies: 

11 MR. HESJE, examining: 

12 Q Mr. Mason, you've been in the room, you likely 

13 know the routine. We've established some rules 

14 that I may regret, but I must read a warning to 

15 you. The rules of practise and procedure 

16 established for this inquiry provide that all 

1.7 witnesses must be advised they have the protection 

18 of section 37 of The Saskatchewan Evidence Act and 

19 section 5 of the Canada Evidence Act. These 

20 statutory provisions state the testimony that may 

21 tend to criminate you, tend to establish liability 

22 to a civil proceeding, and which testimony you 

23 would not be compelled to provide at common law, 

24 shall not be used or admissible in evidence 
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137 Exam-in-chief J. Mason 

by Mr. Hesje 

proceedings against you, other than the 
prosecution for perjury in the giving of evidence 
or for the giving of contradictory evidence, and 
shall not be used or receivable in evidence 
against you in any other civil proceeding or any 
of the proceeding under an act of the Legislature 
of Saskatchewan. You're hereby advised that such 
protection shall apply without you expressly 
■Invoking such protection. Mr. Mason, where do you 
live? 

A In Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Q And how long have you lived there? 

A We've lived in Regina about seven years now. 

Q And prior to that it would have been? 

A Thompson, Manitoba. 

Q Have you lived in Saskatoon as well? 

A Correct, we did. 

Q And you're married to Debra Mason who just 

testified? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Did you — can you tell me how well you knew Neil 
Stonechild? 

A I've been married to Debra for 25 years and I knew 
the kid very well. He spent a lot of time at our 
house, we spent a lot of time with, you know, him 
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and his mother. 

Okay. What — can you just give me brief 
observations of Neil, what type of person he was? 
He was a popular, well-liked child. He'd help 
anybody. Active in sports up until, I guess, he 
was 15 or so, and then got into some trouble, I 
guess, ran with some of the street kids. 

Mr. Mason, do you recall when you last saw Neil 
Stonechild? 

I believe it was the same time as my - as my wife, 
the night that he disappeared. 

Okay. What do you recall of that night? 

My wife and Stella were in the kitchen. I was in 
the living room and I -- I know Neil was in the 
house. He was in the kitchen talking to his 
mother and — and Debbie. And a few minutes later 
he came in and said hello and good bye and was 
leaving. 

Did you become aware that Neil was missing? 

Well, everybody knew Neil was missing. I mean, 
Stella and my wife talked daily, so, yeah, we knew 
that he wasn't -- he wasn't home, that she tried 
to find him but didn't quite knew where he was. 

It got more prevalent like Sunday, Monday, into 
the following week. 
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Did you — do you have personal knowledge if any 
efforts were made to locate him? 

Other than what I've heard. I mean, I know 
everybody tried — tried to call his friends, you 
know, Marcel was out looking for him so, yeah, 
there were attempts made to look for him. 

Okay. Now, tell me how you learned that Neil had 
died. 

From the phone call that my wife received from her 
aunt. I mean, we had just arrived home and, you 
know, my — my wife had answered the phone and she 
was crying and at that point she had told me what 
had happened. 

And what did you do? 

From that point we got — got in the car and went 
— went to Stella's to — to go and see how Stella 
was. 

Do you recall any contact with the City Police at 
that time? 

Two City Police officers did come to the house. I 
can't tell you exactly what night it was. I'm 
assuming that they were doing up a follow-up 
investigation. 

Okay. 

I believe it was, I don't know, maybe a day or two 
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1 days after, after his body was found. 

2 Q Okay. So this wasn't the same night that you 

3 heard that he had — 

4 A It could have been. I don't know for sure. 

5 Q All fight. What else do you recall about, I'm 

6 sorry, this was at Stella's house? 

7 A Correct, it was. 

8 Q Did you hear any of the conversation or did you 

9 have any conversation with the police officers? 

10 A I answered the door. 

11 Q Sorry? 

12 A I did answer the door. 

13 Q Okay. 

14 A Their only comments were we'd — we'd like to talk 

15 to Stella about — about her — her dead son, or 

16 similar words anyway. They were pretty direct and 

1.7 blunt. 

18 Q And were you party to that conversation they had 

19 with Stella? 

20 A I was not. 

21 Q How long were they there, in your best estimation? 

22 A I'm guessing, but I would say half an hour, 45 

23 minutes at the most. 

24 Q Were you — did you assist Stella in trying to 
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recover the personal belongings of 


the clothing 
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of Neil? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Can you tell me about that? 

A We made numerous phone calls to the City Police to 
try and locate first of all the belongings. At 
one point we were told that they were still at the 
hospital and they would be transferred to the City 
Police. We made numerous attempts to — actually, 
I took Stella to the City Police Station to try 
and retrieve the belongings and she came away 
without them each time. 

Q Now, these events you've described, was this 
before the funeral? 

A Once before. 

Q And some attempts subsequent? 

A Several attempts afterwards, yes. 

Q And do you recall or were — did you overhear any 
conversation with the police officers as to — 
sorry, members of the police service as to why she 
couldn't get the clothing? 

A I did not, no. 

Q Okay. Were you involved in making any of the 
funeral arrangements for Neil's burial? 

A All of them. 

Q Tell me what was done there. 


25 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
1.7 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


142 Exam-in-chief J. Mason 

by Mr. Hesje 

A We — we made arrangements with the church, the 
burial plot, the cars, the flowers. I guess we 
underestimated the size of the church. We planned 
on 85 to 100 people, 110 people, and there were 
over 400. 

Q Did you have an opportunity to view the body prior 
to the funeral? 

A % did. 

Q And do you know when that was or you can tell me 
the circumstances of that? 

A During the family viewing at the — at the church. 

Q And can you describe for me what you noticed with 
respect to the body? 

A Well, yeah, the cut, cuts across his nose, the 
bruising above the eye, bruising on the cheek, 
bumps on his head, and on the base of his — 
between his wrist and his thumbs on both hands. 
There was skin missing, like not gouges but 
scrapes. 

Q Okay. Did you form an opinion as to what might 
have caused the marks on his hands? 

A I did. 

Q What was your opinion? 

A Pulling at handcuffs. 

Q And why did you form that opinion? 
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by Mr. Hesj 

I don't know. It seemed consistent with the 
scratches. 

Did you express that view to anybody else? 

I did not. 

Why not? 

Basically the condition that everybody was in at 
the time, I mean, Stella was in shock, she was 
under medication, along with the rest of the 
family at that point, I guess, it just seemed 
better to see what was going to happen later on in 
the future. 

And did you at some later point raise that concern 
that you've felt they may have been caused by 
handcuffs? 

Only after the investigation had already started. 
And are you now talking about the Saskatoon Police 
investigation or the RCMP? 

No, the RCMP. 

Had you received any information to suggest that 
there could have been contact with Neil and 
members of the Saskatoon Police Service before — 
shortly before he died? 

At that point, no. 

Had you heard stories or rumours as to other 
people that may have been involved with Neil 
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Stonechild that may have caused his death? 

Well, yeah, there was speculation of all different 


types. I mean, families, police, numerous 
there were lots of comments. 


Thank you, Mr. Mason. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


ross-examination? 


(inaudible) 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


It's — it's an appropriate time. 


We'll take ten minutes. 

(ADJOURNED AT 3:14 P.M. & RECONVENED AT 3:31 P.M.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


ross-examination, anyone? 


Thank you, Mr. Commissioner 


MR. WORME, cross-examining 


Jerry, I know you told us that you had been a 
resident of Regina for the last seven years and 


prior to that Thompson, Manitoba. Before that you 
lived in Saskatoon? 


That's correct. 


And for what period of time? 

I believe we were in Saskatoon for approximately 


three years. 

This would have been the same period of time that 


Stella has referred? 


That's correct. 


Did you leave Saskatoon at the same time as she 
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did? 

No, we left prior, before Stella did. 

Can you tell us why you would have left? 

Better opportunities elsewhere. 

I gather you're working in Regina? 

That's correct. 

What do you do there? 

I'm a construction equipment rental manager. 
Perhaps you might think this is a foolish 
question, are you a status Indian? 

I am not. 

You had been married to Debra you've told us for 
25 years. Where did you meet? 

Brandon, Manitoba. 

And throughout that time, you got to know Stella 
pretty well? 

That's correct, I did. 

You indicated to us that you had made arrangements 
at the church that Stella goes to for the funeral, 
is that right? 

No, we made arrangements at one of the only 
churches that we could get to immediately for a 
service. 

You are aware that Stella did attend church 


regularly? 
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Yes, I am. 

You attended with her or did Debra? 

Both of us did, yes. 

You still do, I gather? 

From time to time. 

Now in terms of the injuries that you observed — 
pardon me, let me — before I get there. You had 
answered the door when the City Police arrived to 
talk to Stella about her dead son, I think as you 
put it? 

Yes. 

Were those the exact words or as close to what you 
can recall? 

I don't believe those were the exact words, but I 
don't know exactly what they did say, but I know 
they were extremely blunt, direct and right to the 
point, no courtesy or consideration. 

None shown to you, certainly, as the person who 
answered the door? 

Well, yeah, true. 

And do you know whether they would have used the 
same tone of voice, the same bluntness with 
Stella? 

I can't answer that question. I can only 
speculate that they would have just by the way 



147 


Cross-Exam J. Mason 
by Mr. Worme 


they — 

No, that's fine, sir. Were you or did you 
identify yourself when you answered the door for 
these officers? 

I did not. 

Were they male or female or — 

Both male. 

They were both male officers? 

Correct, they were. 

In uniform? 

In uniform. 

Did you come to learn the identity of these 
individuals? 

I did not. 

Did this occur on the date where they came to 
inform Stella of the demise of her son, or was 
this a subsequent investigation? 

It was either later that same day or the following 
day, but it was evening when they did show up. It 
was within a day or two. 

Was it your impression that this was the first 
time that Stella was learning of this from the 
City Police? 

I knew she knew of her son's death prior to, but I 
just assumed that they were doing a follow-up 
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investigation. 

Are you familiar, sir, with an Officer Jarvis, 
Keith Jarvis? 

No, I'm not. 

And you couldn't tell us then whether either of 
these two officers was that person? 

Yeah, I can't tell you, I don't know. 

In terms of the injuries that you observed, I 
believe you've described it as cuts across his 
face as opposed to a cut? 

Well, it was one large cut across the bridge of 
his nose, I believe to his left eye. That is the 
one that stood out the most. 

Is there any way, sir, in your opinion that that 
cut might, in fact, be described as a scratch? 
Never. 

The bruises that you've described, I believe 
you've indicated on both of his wrists or hands? 
Well, they weren't bruises, there was actual skin 
-missing between his wrist and the base of his 
thumb. 

I wonder if you might just indicate on your own 
wrist, sir? 

Yeah, right about here, in here, both sides. 

Now you're indicating at the top — I'm not sure 
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how to describe this, but the — 

Yeah, between the thumb and the wrist, base of the 
thumb and the wrist. 

And your evidence to us, sir, is that while you 
had formed an opinion that these were likely 
caused by straining against handcuffs, you never 
mentioned that to anybody other than the RCM 
Police once their investigation commenced? 

That's correct. 

Can you tell us why? 

I can't. I mean at the time that — the family 
was in shock at the time. I mean nobody had any 
faith that there was going to be an investigation. 
Stella was told basically at one point that the 
case was closed. 

And you're aware that in spite of the fact that 
the case was closed, that the clothing of Neil 
Stonechild was not returned to her? 

I'm aware of that. 

And how did that sit with you? How did you 
reconcile that, if the investigation was closed 
and they were holding the clothing for the 
investigation, why would they not return it? 

Yeah, nobody could understand why the clothing was 


never returned. 
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Q Have you ever received an answer for that, even to 
this day, sir? 

A Never. 

Q Has the Saskatoon City Police ever inquired of 

you, sir, whether you have any further information 
concerning the death of Neil Stonechild? 

A Never. 

MR. WORME: Thank you, sir, those are all my 
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questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. WATSON, cross-examining: 

Q Mr. Mason, just with respect to that last 

question, do you have any more information to add 
to this investigation? 

A T do not. 

Q Now on the night that you last saw Neil 

Stonechild, did you see any of his friends in the 
house that night as well? 

A I did not. 

Q Did you see any vehicle? 

A Yeah, there was a GM, I believe a Nova, mid to 

late '70s. 

Q And you believed that to be the vehicle of one of 
Neil's friends? 

A That's the car that was waiting out front of the 
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house for him, yes. 

Q Okay. Did you know, did you see any people inside 
the car? 

A It was dark. The car was sitting there running, 
that's all I could tell you. 

Q You assumed that there was someone in it? 

A Yes. 

Q When were you told, or what — you said at some 

point you had the belief that as far as the police 
were concerned, the investigation was closed? 

A I can't tell you exactly when that was, it was 

probably six or eight months later. I mean Stella 
had basically told us that. 

Q So there was about — there was — between the 
time that you found out that Neil died and the 
time that you believed the police had closed down 
the investigation was six months? 

A I'm guessing at the time. 

Q I'm just wondering why you didn't say anything to 
the police then about your belief about the 
handcuff marks in that period of time? 

A I was never interviewed by the police, never. 

Q You never bothered to contact them? 

A No. 

Q Why? 
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A It just didn't seem important. 

MR. WATSON: Thanks, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other examination? 

MR. FOX, cross-examining: 

Q Mr. Mason, when you had an opportunity to view 

Neil's body at the funeral home, do you remember 
if anybody was with you at that time? 

A Sure, Erica, my wife, Debra. There were numerous 
people there. 

Q Okay. What I'm getting at is, and I can recognize 
that there was a lot of people at the funeral 
home, but at the point in time when you noticed 
the marks and the gash on his nose, that sort of 
thing, do you remember if anybody was with you, 
sort of at that time, viewing the body? 

A I can't tell you for sure. 

Q Okay. And you indicated that the funeral was very 
large, many people attended? 

A That's correct. 

Q Did you know Jason Roy? 

A No. 

Q And so whether he was there or out and around 
there, it's not something you would have been 
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aware of? 
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1 A I can't tell you. 

2 Q Okay. You indicated that you saw, when you saw 

3 the body, some marks in the area you indicated, 

4 where they were on the wrist area and by the 

5 thumb, and I understand that you described those 

6 as scrapes and scratches in that area? 

7 A That's correct. 

8 Q So what we're talking about, there is not a sort 

9 of well-defined line, so to speak? 

10 A No. Well, a long scrape, basically. 

11 Q Okay. And you're showing with your fingers a 

12 space — 

13 A About an inch long. 

14 Q About an inch long, okay. And that would have — 

15 was it red or discoloured or — 

16 A No, the makeup had hidden it. I mean the marks 

17 were there, but — 

18 Q Okay. And you indicated that you didn't mention 

19 this to anyone until this investigation took place 

20 that led to this Inquiry? 

21 A That's correct. 

22 Q Okay. And I think Mr. Watson had asked you 

23 whether you'd mentioned it to the police, but 

24 really the first you'd have mentioned it to 

25 anyone, whether it's Stella or family members or 
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Cross-exam J. Mason 
by Mr. Plaxton 

anybody, would have been some time after 2000? 

A Yeah, correct. 

Q And I had a chance to see the summary of your 

interview with the police, and I don't know if it 
was transcribed, but it doesn't look like you 
mentioned anything about the marks on the wrists 
at that time. Do you know if you told the RCMP 
about that, or do you know if maybe the first time 
you'd mentioned something about that would have 
been to Mr. Hesje? 

A I don't know for sure. 

Q But it's possible that maybe you didn't mention it 
to the RCMP either? 

A It's possible. 


MR. FOX: 


I have no other questions, thank 


you. 

MR. PLAXTON, cross-examining: 

Q Mr. Mason, who first suggested to you the marks on 
Neil Stonechild's wrists may have been handcuffs? 

A Nobody. 

Q That just came to you on your own? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have any experience with handcuff marks? 

A No. I've seen people pulling at handcuffs before. 
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What circumstance? 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

1 A I know a lot of police officers, I know how they 

2 handcuff people, and I've seen people arrested. 

3 Q Okay. And you didn't mention to anyone this 

4 particular factor, belief you were harboring, 

5 until you spoke to either Mr. Hesje or someone 

6 else from the Commission, is that basically — 

7 A That's correct. 

8 Q What was Neil wearing when you viewed the body at 

9 the funeral home? 

10 A At the funeral home? A white shirt, I believe, a 

11 jacket, the clothes that had been taken for him. 

12 Q The clothes that had been taken from him? 

13 A That's correct. 

14 Q Were those the same clothes you couldn't get back? 

15 A No. 

16 Q I'm sorry, which clothes were those then? 

17 A We had taken clothes from — 

18 Q Oh, you had taken in for him — 

19 A That's correct. 

20 Q — is that what you said? Did you have to move 

21 the body or anything to see the wrists or anything 

22 else? 

23 A No. 

24 Q The history or your views of Neil growing up, I 

25 think you're telling us, if I understand 
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correctly, he seemed to be a happy kid, was doing 
well, decent in sports, that sort of thing, until 
about 15? 

A That's correct. 

Q Okay. And then he became involved with the street 
gangs? 

A He was not involved with street gangs. 

Q Well, I'm just trying to recall what you told us. 

What happened when he turned 15 or thereabouts 
that seemed to change things? 

A What I'd said was that he was running with the 

wrong crowd. At that point there were no street 
gangs. 

Q The wrong crowd, was that the P.s, the Gambles? 

A I don't know who he was running with, I know that 
he was having some trouble at 15. 

Q Okay. Were there some issues with alcohol? 

A Yes. 

Q And after he started running with the wrong 

people, if you will, did his behaviour seem to 
change at all? 

A Not towards his family. 

Q Towards others? 

A I can't answer that, I don't know. I wasn't with 
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1 Q Okay. The speculations concerning what may have 

2 occurred with Neil, was there any mention of the 

3 P. family? 

4 A After his body was found, yes, there was. 

5 Q In what context was it? 

6 A That he had a dispute with the P. family. 

7 Q And was this the family talking? 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q Did anything further come of that, or was that 

10 more or less it, people just saying, "Well, maybe 

11 it was the P.s did this if anyone did?" 

12 A That was basically it. 

13 Q Now the weather the night you last saw him, that 

14 was what, the 24th, I believe it was — 

15 A I believe so. 

16 Q — of November? It was cold out, that was your 

17 recollection? 

18 A Right. 

19 Q Blowing? 

20 A Yes. 

21 Q Was it snowing? 

22 A Yes, it was. 

23 Q Heavy? 

24 A I believe so, yeah. 

25 Q The type of snow where if you went walking 
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somewhere, your footprints would cover up in a few 
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hours? 

A In a few hours? I would expect so, yes. 

MR. PLAXTON: Thank you, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? 

MR. ROSSMANN, cross-examining: 

Q You mentioned you saw the car that Neil left in? 

A I saw a car, yes. 

Q A car. And you said it was a late model GM, did 
you get a colour, notice a colour on it? 

A No idea, it was dark. 

Q A model? 

A It was a late model Chevy. 

Q Okay. 

A Late '70s Chevy, anyway. 

Q You didn't see a license plate or even a province 
of the license plate? 

A I did not. 

Q Now I understand that with respect to these marks 

on the wrists, you didn't tell the Saskatoon 
Police and you didn't tell anybody else about it 
until you talked to Mr. Hesje, is that right? 

A I believe so. 

Q And if you didn't tell anybody, the Saskatoon 

Police couldn't have known what you saw, is that 
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fair? 

A Well, it should have been in the autopsy report. 

Q But if you didn't tell anybody, they wouldn't have 
known that you saw something and wouldn't have 
known to interview you, isn't that fair? 

A I just assumed that every mark would have been 
listed on the autopsy report. 

Q But you didn't tell anybody? 

A No. 

MR. ROSSMANN: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other questions? You're 

excused. Thank you. 

PATRICIA PICKARD, sworn, testifies: 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

Q Sorry, it's Pickard, is it, the pronunciation from 
you? 

A We say it Pickard. 

Q Okay, I'll try and keep that clear. Ms. Pickard, 
the Rules of Practice and Procedure established 
for this Inquiry provide that all witnesses must 
be advised that they have the protection of 
section 37 of The Saskatchewan Evidence Act and 
section 5 of the Canada Evidence Act. These 
statutory provisions state that testimony that may 
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tend to criminate you, tend to establish liability 
to a civil proceeding, and which testimony you 
would not be compelled to provide at common law, 
shall not be used or admissible in evidence 
against you in a criminal trial or other criminal 
proceedings against you, other than the 
prosecution for perjury in the giving of evidence 
or for the giving of contradictory evidence, and 
shall not be used or receivable in evidence 
against you in any other civil proceeding or any 
other proceeding under an act of the Legislature 
of Saskatchewan. You are hereby advised that such 
protection shall apply without you expressly 
invoking of such protection. 

Now, Ms. Pickard, could you please 
give me an outline of your work experience? 

I have run a community home for young offenders 
for the last 16 years. Previous to that I was 
employed at Kilburn Hall, also working with young 
offenders. I am on a leave of absence right at 
the moment. 

So how many years would you have been at Kilburn? 
Probably about three years at Kilburn. 

So you've worked with young offenders for 
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approximately 20 years? 

Right. 

Perhaps you could explain what — you say you've 
operated a group home or a community home — what 
that is in the context of youth offenders? 

Yes. I will differentiate between a group home 
and a community home for young offenders. A 
community home for young offenders, the youth are 
sentenced to our home by the Court. We are under 
the same mandate and the same laws as any other 
open-custody facility. Our property is classified 
as a young offender facility. We have a little 
more leeway in our discussion as to how we want to 
handle the youth, because we're only dealing with 
two or three rather than 60 or 70, but the law 
pertains to them there exactly as it does in any 
other open-custody facility home, as opposed to a 
group home where they're generally not under 
custody. 

Now are the youth that are in your facility then, 
are they free to go to attend school, those sort 
of things, during the day? 

They do. They can attend school. They can work 
part-time. We try and make it more like a family 
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type of setting. The boys fit into our family. 
They have chores and they have, you know, homework 
and — but they also are allowed home visits to 
their own families. They can go to AA, they can 
go to the "Y", the gym. They have more 
opportunity to integrate back into society than 
they would have in an institutional setting. 

Q An institutional setting of young offenders, would 
that be Kilburn Hall or some such facility? 

A Yeah. Yeah, they do some of that stuff there, 

too, but, as I say, it's a little more difficult 
when you're dealing with 60 or 70 kids than with 
two, you know. 

Q Now had you had contact with Neil Stonechild? 

A Yes. 

Q And would you please tell how that came about? 

A Neil was sentenced to our home — now this is a 
long time ago, so I'm not exactly sure, it was 
either August or very early September that he was 
sentenced by the Court, and I believe, if I'm not 
mistaken, that he had a six-month sentence for 
break and enter. 

Q And do you recall what year? 

A Yeah, 1990. 
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Q Okay. What — so there was a period of what, more 
than a month that he was at your -- 

A I'm sure that he was there from late August until, 
of course, his death in November. 

Q Now over that period of time you got to know Neil? 

A Yes. 

Q What can you tell us about your observations, your 
knowledge of Neil? 

A Neil was — he was a really great kid. He was 
happy most of the time. He had a good sense of 
humour. He was a tremendously handsome boy, a 
great personality. Unfortunately, he had a 
drinking problem. But Neil was one of those kids 
that just could have done anything, given the fact 
that, you know, that he would get off the alcohol 
and -- he was a teenager. Basically he was a 
teenager that was drinking and was out of control, 
and probably at 25 would have been Joe Citizen. 

Q Now, what — did you have any contact with his 
family? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q What observations did you make in terms of his 
relationship with his family? 

A I was in contact with his mother, Stella, fairly 
often. Stella was one of, I won't say a few, but 
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there were a lot of parents that didn't support 
their kids, or back them up. Stella was one that 
did. If I called her and said, "Neil was supposed 
to be on the 8:30 bus and he's not home; do you 
have any idea where he is?" and Stella would often 
say, "I don't, but I'll find out," or, "If he 
comes home I'll have him call." Or if he was at 
home and just missed the bus, she'd say, "Neil, 
you get on the bus and you get home." You know, 
like, she was — she supported him. If I phoned 
her about his school marks, or, you know, said, 
"There's something wrong with Neil. He's — I 
can't put my finger on it. You know him better 
than I do; what do you think it is?" and Stella 
was always willing to talk about what the problem 
might be, or what she thought it might be. 

Now, was Neil attending school while he was — 

He was. 

— with you? 

We enrolled him in Bedford Road, and he was doing 
quite well. I was always in touch with the 
teachers of my — my boys, as I call them. I work 
very closely with the teachers to make sure that, 
you know, if there was anything going on, and the 
boys were being mouthy or they weren't coming to 
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school, or whatever, and he was doing very well. 
Had joined the wrestling team again. He was 
attending AA. We didn't have a problem with him 
coming home from -- I mean, you know, he went to 
school, we lived in Sutherland, so it was a long 
ways across town, and I mean he was always on the 
bus when he was supposed to be, back, you know, 
from school. Like, there was no attendance 
problems or anything like that. 

You mentioned that he was attending AA, I assume 
you're referring to Alcoholics Anonymous? 

M' hm. 

What is the source of your knowledge of that? 

A lot of my boys attended AA meetings. Sometimes 
it was part of their court disposition and 
sometimes not. Sometimes they took it upon 
themselves, or we — we sort of talked about it 
and, you know, got to the basis that they had a 
problem and maybe you'd like to try this. So I 
can't remember whether Neil was, whether that was 
part of his court thing or whether he had done it 
on his own, I can't remember. 

Do you recall ever talking to Neil about his 
alcohol problems? 

Oh, sure, yeah. We talked about it quite often as 
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a matter of fact that — we talked to all the boys 
about the fact that nine times out of ten they 
wouldn't have been in trouble with the law period 
if it hadn't of been for alcohol or drugs, 
whichever their one of choice was, because 
generally they just didn't do the things they did 
if they weren't drinking. 

Q Do you recall any situation where you had occasion 
to go pick Neil up, where he had had a problem? 

A Yes, I do, as a matter of fact. 

Q Can you explain what happened? 

A Yeah, he had had a pass to go somewhere, I'm not 
sure, maybe to the "Y", I just can't remember. 

The last bus came out to Sutherland at 11:30 at 
night, and Neil was supposed to be home at 10:30. 
He didn't come on the 10:30 bus, and we never 
really took that overly serious because the boys 
often missed their bus. So we always waited till 
the 11:30 bus before the unlawful at large charge 
would go in. 

And somewhere around the eleven -- 
I can't remember the exact time, but I would say 
somewhere around the 11:30 and I got a phone call 
from Jake Stonechild, Neil's younger brother, whom 
I had never met up until that time, and he called 
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1 and said, "Neil is down on the street downtown and 

2 he's very, very drunk, and he's going to get in a 

3 fight, and, you know, I don't want the police to 

4 pick him up. Can you guys come and get him?" And 

5 Jason was very frightened at that time. He didn't 

6 know what was going to happen to Neil if we picked 

7 him up, so he was very concerned. I mean 

8 obviously there's, you know, police and correction 

9 and da-da-da-da, and he wasn't just sure where we 

10 stood on that. So we assured him that we would 

11 come and pick Neil up and deal with it internally, 

12 because the unlawful at large charge had not been 

13 put in yet. And we did. My husband and I drove 

14 down and picked him up on 20th Street, in the 500 

15 block 20th Street, and brought him home. 

16 Q Had you talked to "the boys", as you use the term, 

17 about what they should do if they did not meet the 

18 terms of their staying at your home, that is — 

19 A Always. Always, always, always. It was one of 

20 the things we drilled into them over and over 

21 again: if you are in trouble, phone home. You 

22 know, don't get any more charges, don't go do 

23 something stupid; you know, phone home, we will 

24 come and get you. Doesn't matter where you are, 

we will come and get you and then we will deal 
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with it. And the boys knew the procedure for 
dealing with that. If you were just having a 
problem, if you were drunk downtown like Neil was, 
we went and picked him up, brought him home, we 
dealt with it internally, which generally meant 
losing privileges; no weekend passes, whatever 
other privileges you could think of at the time, 
maybe some extra work. 

If the unlawful at large charge had 
already been laid, then the procedure was, phone 
home, we will pick you up; I will take you to the 
City Police Station where the charges will be 
formally filed; you will be released back into my 
custody, and then they would just wait for their 
court date, go to court, and whatever the judge 
decided, whether they got a couple extra weeks 
added on, or maybe they didn't get anything. But 
they knew that the way to do it was, you come 
home, and I will take you to the police station. 

Q Now, I've asked the question sort of in general 

terms, but would that have been explained to Neil 
Stonechild? 

A Absolutely. And more so after the fact that we 
picked him up drunk that night and brought him 
back, because he, of course, was quite worried as 
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to what was going to happen as well, and we went 
through the procedure that the unlawful at large 
charge had never been laid, because — depended on 
the kid. Some kids you will lay a charge 
immediately, as soon as they're not back, and 
other kids you know that they've missed the bus, 
or they've decided, oh, the party was too much fun 
to come home, and it's at your sort of discretion 
what you think is happening. And the night that 
Neil was downtown drunk on the street, we just 
assumed that he was to be home on the 10:30 bus, 
he'll be here on the 11:30 bus, and then we'll 
deal with that. 

Q I think you made mention of the fact when you were 
called by, I believe you referred to him as Jake 
Stonechild. He is also called Jason Stonechild. 

A Jason. 

Q Now, you've made mention of the fact that he said 
that there might be a fight. When you picked Neil 
up, was there any — did you see any evidence of 
violence at that time? 

A No. No, they were just walking down the street. 
Jake, and there was some other kids with them, I 
don't know who they were, and Neil. 

Q Okay. When you picked him up, was he belligerent 
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or violent at that point? 

A Absolutely the opposite. He loved everybody. He 
loved us, he loved my husband. We got home, went 
to take him upstairs to bed, he loved me all the 
way up the stairs. Went immediately into the 
bedroom and crawled in bed with one of my other 
youth, who immediately kicked him out on the 
floor. And we laughed about it for days actually; 
he just loved everybody that night. 

Q So on your observations when he was intoxicated, 

he didn't display violence or a violent behaviour? 

A Not with us. 

Q Now, was there an occasion in November of 1990 

where he did not come — return to your home when 
he was supposed to? 

A Yes, there was. M'hm. 

Q What do you recall about that? 

A Again, I don't recall what — what his T.A., his 
temporary absence was. He may have been given a 
pass for the weekend, I'm not exactly sure. But 
he didn't return when he was supposed to. We 
waited for, you know, some time afterwards, called 
Stella, and told her that Neil had not returned, 
and if he wasn't back within so many hours we 
needed to lay an unlawful at large charge, which 
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we then proceeded with because he was not back. 

Can you explain how that was done? Does a police 
officer actually come to your house, or what — do 
you recall? 

Yes. Yes. The way that it's actually done is, I 
call it in to Regina, and from there they take a 
report, my superior calls me back, we call the 
City Police, and they usually come up. Sometimes 
they don't. Sometimes it's done by phone. But 
they usually come up and take a report. The 
files, of course, are at my house, and they need 
copies of the original Warrants of Committal, et 
cetera. 

Do you recall whether that happened when you 
reported Neil's absence? 

In all actuality, I don't remember. I've been 
told that they did, but I don't remember. But 
it's very likely that, yes, they did. 

Now, did you — I guess I must ask you this, did 
you, after he left that time, did you ever see 
Neil alive again? 

No. 

Did you ever hear from him? 

Yes. 

Can you tell me what happened there? 
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A On the Saturday night that he disappeared, he'd 
been away from our place, I don't know, maybe a 
week or a little better. He called me on Saturday 
night, it was around 7:30, and we talked for 
probably half an hour or more. He phoned to tell 
me that he would like to turn himself in to me, 
and we spent the biggest part of the half hour me 
explaining to him, "You should do it tonight; 
like, now is a good time." His response to that 
was, "I can't go down to the police station 
tonight because I've already been drinking." He 
was not drunk, like falling down. He probably had 
been drinking, but he was very coherent. "I can't 
come in tonight because then I have to go to the 
police station, and I've been drinking and da-da- 
da-da." And we talked for quite a long time 
about, "Yes, but, Neil, if you don't come in and 
you go drinking, you know, this could happen, this 
could happen." Basically that was the gist of the 
conversation. 

He told me, "I promised my mother 
that I would turn myself in to you tomorrow, 
Sunday, and I want you to come and pick me up at 
mom's. I'll phone you when I get up around noon 
and you pick me up and then we'll go to the police 
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station tomorrow." And we tried — I tried and 
tried to convince him to maybe do it that night 
instead, but he was already sort of in a party 
mode I guess, and he said, "No, but I promised my 
mom." And if Neil promised his mom, there was no 
doubt in my mind that he absolutely meant to come 
home the next day. 

Did you receive a call from him the next day? 

No. 

Did that concern you? Put it this way: did you 
expect that you would receive that call? 

I expected to receive a call from him on Sunday, 
absolutely. I didn't -- I think what it — it 
disappointed me, maybe that's a better word, 
because I fully expected that he would. 

Okay. Do you recall, when he didn't, did you 
contact the family, or have any recollection of 
that? 

I don't know. I can't remember. It would have 
been like me at a further time to call Stella, but 
I don't honestly know whether I did or not. 

Okay. When did, and how did you hear what 
happened to him? 

Two officers came to my door. I don't know 
exactly when. I guess it would have been around. 
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like, they found him on the 29th or whatever. It 
was at night, and it was fairly late because I 
think my other youth were in bed already. And two 
officers came to the door and told us that the 
body that had been found, that everybody knew was 
— had been Neil. 

And that was the first you'd learned that it was 
Neil? 

M'hm. 

Were you provided with any explanation as to the 
circumstances or what had happened? 

No, we were just told that where he'd been found. 

I don't really know at that time whether those 
officer expounded the idea that he was walking to 
Corrections or whether they did not, but they told 
us where he had been found and that he had frozen 
to death. 

Did you hear someone offer an explanation that he 
was — may have been going to the Provincial 
Correctional Centre to turn himself in? 

Yeah, and like I said, I don't know whether that 
came up with the original officers that came to 
see me, or whether that was something that all 
came out of the StarPhoenix, that the police 
communications people had put out that he'd been 
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walking to Corrections to turn himself in. Not a 
chance. 

Q You didn't believe that explanation? 

A Not then, not now, not ever. 

Q And can you explain again why? 

A Well, basically for some of the reasons I've given 
you. Number one, he was a young offender. Young 
offenders know the law, believe it or not, better 
than most people who are dealing with them. He 
would have never turned himself in at Corrections, 
because Corrections wouldn't have accepted him, he 
wasn't an adult, and Correctional officers are, 
per se, police. He would not have turned himself 
in to Corrections. He would have come home. He 
knew what the procedure was. He knew that he 
wouldn't spend a day in jail if he actually turned 
himself in at home, we went down and laid the 
charges, he comes home, waits for court. Like, 
they knew that. 

Q Okay. Now, did you attend the funeral? 

A Yes. 

Q It's my understanding it was an open casket? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you see the body? 
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Q Tell me what you observed. 

A A big cut across his nose, bruising on his cheek, 
under the eye. And my daughter, who was actually 
the same age as Neil and chummed with Neil quite a 
bit, my daughter, my husband and myself all had 
thought at the time that Neil had a broken nose. 

He was an extremely handsome boy, and we were all 
quite taken aback. My daughter said, "Mom, Neil's 
nose is broken." And when Gary and I looked at 
it, we also thought that his nose had been broken. 
And it was one of the things that — one of the 
things that you sort of would notice, because he 
was an extremely good looking boy, and he had this 
cut across here and it just looked like his nose 
had been broken. And we commented on it quite 
frequently, and wondered how he got those bruises 
and the cut, and I asked -- I don't know whether 
it was at the funeral, or whether it was at a 
later time talking to one of the officers, but I 
asked, and questioned how he could have got those 
marks on his face, and was told that that's — 
bodies look like that lots of times when they've 
been frozen; you know, the bruising and the — 
they look like that. And of course not knowing a 
whole lot about frozen bodies, we kind of just 
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took that in stride; okay, well, maybe, you know. 

Q Did you at — was there some form of reception or, 
at Stella Bignell's house? 

A Yes, m'hm. 

Q This is following the funeral? 

A Pardon me? 

Q Following the funeral? 

A Following the funeral, yes. 

Q What do you recall of that? 

A Mostly people milling around. There was kind of 
— Stella was in the kitchen probably with some 
relatives, and mostly the other people, friends 
and, you know, ourselves, there was kind of a 
hallway from the living room down to the — we 
were all kind of milling there and everybody was 
speculating on what happened to Neil. How did he 
get beat up? How did he get out to where he was 
found? Who could have put him there, because he 
didn't get there by himself? Everybody just kind 
of speculating on different things that might have 
happened. 

Q At that time did you know Jason Roy? 

A Yes. 

Q And how did you know him? 

A Jason was one of my boys that stayed with us. 
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previous to the time that Neil had. 

Q Okay. Do you recall whether he was at the 
reception? 

A You know, I don't. I think he was, but I'm not 
100 per cent sure on that. 

Q Did you receive any information from Jason around 
that time as to what might have happened to Neil? 

A We were all talking in the hallway, Marcel, Jake, 
there was just a pile of people, and we had been 
discussing the P.s' involvement, what their 
involvement might have been. And somebody — now 
I've always thought it was Jason, but I could be 
mistaken, and I will — you know, it's a long 
time, but somebody said, "Well, yeah, and the cops 
could have done it too." And it was just one of 
those things as you're all talking and everybody's 
you know, well this might have happened, or that 
might have happened, where was his shoe, and it 
was just one of those things that was thrown in 
there. Mostly we were talking about the P.s' 
involvement in it, or what it might have been. 

Q Have you ever spoken with Jason Roy as to what 
happened? 

A I never talked with Jason after that until about 
three years ago when this investigation first 
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started coming back into the forefront, and Jason 
called. And we didn't really discuss a whole lot 
about — about Neil and about him being in the 
back of a police car and, you know, we probably 
ran by it. Again, we were more or less talking 
about how Jason was doing, how he was feeling 
about things. 

We talked about GP again, because I 
believe that the P.s at one time believed that 
Jason was the one who put their name out to the 
police, and it wasn't, it was me. And I had said 
to Jason, "You know, clear your mind of that. I'm 
the one that did it, and you can, you know, tell 
Gary, or tell whoever you want that I am the one 
who brought this forward." 

And the reason that I did that is 
because before Neil died, oh, a couple of months 
maybe, he was to testify in a court case against 
GP, and he was very, very scared. And my husband 
and I had to take him to court; he had been 
subpoenaed, and he did not want to go. And he was 
very frightened of going to this court. And as it 
happened, I don't know as the charges were dropped 
or a key witness didn't show up, something 
anyways, and Neil never did have to testify 
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against GP and he was really relieved. But I know 
that he was very, very scared at the time of what 
might happen if he had to testify, which is one of 
the reasons that, when they asked me if I knew of 
anybody that might have harmed, my thought was P., 
just knowing the situation. 

So you had indicated that to the Saskatoon Police 
Service? 

I did. 

Do you recall when? Do you recall when? 

Probably -- I don't know. Maybe when the second 
— the first police came to tell us about Neil. 

It may have even been to those officers. Or it 
might have been to the next bunch that came a few 
days later to ask some questions, I don't know. 
Now, in the course of your conversation with 
Jason, you've sort of passed over it, but did he 
indicate that he had — what he had seen, or — 
Yeah, we discussed it. We discussed that — 

What do you recall that he told you? 

Basically just what he's always said, that the 
last time he saw Neil he was in the back of a 
police cruiser. And we didn't discuss it a lot. 
I'll tell you right now, because there were 
reasons for not. Number one, Jason was in -- I 
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don't know what you want to call it — he was away 
from Saskatoon, okay. 

This is a phone conversation? 

This was a phone conversation. 

Okay. 

And at the time I don't think he was too willing 
to be — for anyone to find out where he was. So 
X had just — we didn't talk a lot because I had 
said to him, "You know, is this a really wise idea 
for you to be phoning me?" I also had been 
contacted to give you, you know, my version of 
things and whatever, and I wasn't real sure if it 
was good for Jason to be in touch with me at that 
time. So we just sort of talked a little bit, and 
I did say to him, "Feel free to tell Mr. P. that, 
you know, if you run into him, it wasn't you, it 
was me." So, and we left it at that. 

Okay. Now, you've made mention you had been 
contacted. Are you talking about the RCMP or City 
Police at that point? 

Well, originally what happened, when they got this 
investigation going again, before the RCMP became 
involved even, I don't know how it came up but it 
had to do with Mr. Worme's office — somebody's — 
I think it was Mr. Worme's office, and there was a 
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thing saying "Anybody that knows anything about 
the Neil Stonechild case, please call." 

And years ago, when this first 
happened, we working in the young offenders' 
system were kind of under a gag order sort of. We 
were just told don't talk to the press, don't talk 
to anybody, Regina will handle this. So at the 
time of Neil's passing, we really didn't come out 
forcefully and say, "This didn't happen," you 
know, because we were just not supposed to be 
saying too much of anything. 

So when this came out in the paper, 
X had said, "That's enough now. Now I am going to 
say why I know that kid was not going to 
Corrections. Not happening." So I called this 
number, and that's how I got involved in it again 
was by telling them who I was and that, yeah, I 
would work with them and tell them anything that 
they wanted to know that I knew. 

Q Okay. Now I take it you had — this call from 
Jason that you've described, had you maintained 
some contact or relationship with him over the 
years? 

A Not really. I'd maybe seen Jay not — maybe a 

couple of times over the years, just, you know, in 
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passing. We didn't maintain a real close, you 
know, come and visit me. But the boys always, a 
lot of the boys phoned. You know, every now and 
then you'd get a phone call, "Hi, how are you," 
you know, and just — but, no, we hadn't been in 
close contact at all. 

HESJE: Okay. Mrs. Pickard, those are my 


8 questions. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: It's probably an appropriate time 

10 for us to adjourn. It's almost half past. 

11 MR. HESJE: You are available tomorrow morning 

12 Mrs. Pickard? 

13 A M'hm. M'hm. 

14 MR. HESJE: Thank you. 

15 A So you want me back here at — 

16 MR. HESJE: Yes, 10 o'clock. 

17 A Ten o'clock, all right. 

18 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 4:24 P.M.) 
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